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Joseph Comes to Muxton!

Pictured: Cast during
and after the show.

t John's Community Choir
Shave been very busy since

their Christmas concert. We
started the New Year off with a very
ambitious idea of performing Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat on Easter Saturday. After

The choir, made up of locals of all

ages, is looking forward to their
next show called Songs Through
the Decades. It will be performed

rehearsals paid off with
some fantastic singing,
dancing and acting. Both
performances were sold out

12 weeks we put on two performances
at St John's Church. The often raucous

with over 80 attending each
showing.

Bill Taylor Remembers How Things Were Done

The original Walker Company began activities
in 1837 in a small Establishment in Goswell
Street, Clerkenwell, London under the direction
of its founder Charles Walker. The Company
CHARLES WALKER & SONS first undertook
blacksmiths work and later presses, press tools
and other engineering equipment.

Charles Walker had three sons, Matthew,
Charles Clement and William Thomas, the two
younger sons Charles Clement and William
Thomas were associated with their father in the
business in Clerkenwell. In the year 1857 the
works were transferred from London to
Donnington Shropshire when the founder
handed over control of the undertaking to his
sons Charles and William and the Company
became known as C & W WALKER.

In 1899 C & W WALKER LIMITED became
a Public Company, it then Employed some 700
people engaged in the manufacture and erection
of capital plant for the Gas, Chemical and Oil
Industries throughout the World. By the early
1960’s it owned and controlled a number of
subsidiary companies in product related fields.

Above: Excerpt from company
brochure supplied by Bill Taylor

Those of us who have
recently moved to
Muxton probably don’t
know much about C. & W.
Walker of Donnington
(Midland Iron Works), which
made some of the largest
structures for the purification
and storage of gas in this
country and abroad. Run by
brothers Charles Clement and
William Thomas Walker, it was
located in Donnington and
provided lots of jobs.

Someone who has definitely
been a local for some time is Bill
Taylor. He played cricket for
Lilleshall as a teen, football for
the Walkers’ team and moved
into a new house in Muxton as
a newlywed in 1967.

He began an apprenticeship at
Walkers in 1951 and worked
there until 1987, when it closed.
On his first day, Bill recalls being
issued with a small metal box
and a key (pictured). The token
(also pictured and kept by Bill)
had been used for time-keeping
and entry and exit of the site
since before the Second World

on 4th July at St John’s.

Written by Ellie Jones

Pictured: Bill Taylor
holding wages box.
Insert: Wages box,

token and key.

War. The box was used by the
accountant to put Bill's weekly
wages in. Bill earned 46
shillings and 2d per week
(£2.31 in today’s money) as a
first-year apprentice. Everyone
on the factory floor had one of
these boxes and, as you can
see, Bill has very proudly kept
his. The key was used for his
own allocated tool drawer.



Back to Snowdon for a 21st Birthday Treat!

' t was great revisiting and climbing

ISnowdoner Wyddfa again on the

morning of my 21st birthday, this
. time with my brother. Having stayed at
the local youth hostel the night before,
~ | we were up at 4:00am kitted up and
ready to start the ascent. It was already
reasonably windy at the base, and we
"W anticipated much harsher conditions
higher up the mountain. As we ascended
in the pitch black, underneath a starry
sky, the wind gradually began to pick up,
| with some very strong gusts. Slowly but
surely, conditions underfoot became icy,
and with each step, the layer of snow that
covered our surroundings got thicker.
We managed to reach the summit just
as first light emerged through the clouds. It was a quick photo
at the top before a swift exit off the mountain, as it suddenly
began to rain heavily. Showdon has a special place in my heart:
in September of 2025 it was where | took on my greatest
physical challenge to date - summiting the mountain ten times
to raise money for Beat, the UK’s eating disorder charity (see
Word Around Muxton, 13th edition, December 2025). It was
quite moving to be there again, taking in those familiar sights,
looking back on my fundraiser and celebrating my 21st.

Written by Sam Himsworth

Carrot & Peanut Butter Salad

This is a lovely fresh summer salad to have at a BBQ.

Ingredients

e 3009 carrots, scrubbed and

shredded

e 1 red chilli, deseeded and finely

chopped

e ‘Aiceberg lettuce, shredded

' o 3 salad onions, thinly sliced red

onions

i » 30g salted roasted peanuts, roughly
chopped

_ e % x 259 pack mint, leaves picked,

most sliced, some left whole

Dressing
50g smooth peanut butter e 1 clove/s garlic, crushed
174 tbsp light soy sauce e 1 tbsp clear honey
1% tbsp rapeseed oil (or other light oil) ¢ 1 lime, juice
Ya tsp fine sea salt

Method
For the dressing, in a bowl, whisk together all the ingredients and set aside.
Mix together all of the remaining ingredients (apart from the whole mint leaves)
in a large bowl and, just before serving, pour over the dressing. Mix well to
combine, sprinkle over the remaining mint and serve.

Serve this alongside burgers, sausages and, for Vegetarians, griddled
halloumi slices, marinaded in chilli oil, honey and fresh lime juice.

Written by Kerry Hoult
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Article & pictured: Rev. Jane Evans

for the summer? A holiday

perhaps? We are often under
pressure by the media, from our
families, and not least from
ourselves, to take some time off. The
incessant pressure of our daily work
and chores makes us yearn to be
pampered for a change.
But that's not easy. The cost of living
is getting higher and higher. Paying
a large sum of money for a break just
adds to the stress.
And if we're honest, how many times
have we taken a holiday and then
come home feeling the need to take
another one, in order to recover from
the one we've just taken? And then,
when we start back to work, within
moments it feels as if we have never
been away! The daily routine takes
its unrelenting toll so quickly.
What can we do? How can we really
take a worthwhile break that will last?
There are many studies offering an
assortment of ways claiming to help
us feel better. | know | cannot change
the world's tendency to drive us
crazy, but | can share some pearls
of wisdom collected over the years.
First of all, stop. You are not alone in
your struggles. Even God took time
away from creation to rest.
Secondly, reassess your priorities.
When Jesus was about to be
crucified, for no fault of his own, he
took time to stop, pray, and focus his
thinking. So whatever you've got
planned for the summer, why not
take 5 minutes at the beginning of
each day to focus your thinking?
Dwell on positive things and rejoice
in a moment of peace and quiet. Why
not make this a habit?
Finally, enjoy one day at a time. Don't
stress about what might happen or
what you can't do. Soak up each
moment and treasure what you do
have.

I wonder what you have planned



Has Noah’s Ark Been Discovered?

8 Scans website: NoahsArkScans.com
' May 19, 2025 — The Noah’s Ark
| Scans project, in collaboration with
B Turkish and American researchers,

i has released groundbreaking findings
o from recent soil testing and a re-
analysis of 2019 ground-penetrating
radar (GPR) scans at the Durupinar
formation. These results provide
compelling evidence of a unique,
Noah, of biblical fame, knew potentially man-made structure
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Pictured: The Durupinar site

a flood was coming and beneath the surface, distinct from the

built an ark, probably surrounding mudfiow.
about 4300 years ago. The ark The Durupinar formation, measuring
was to be 300 cubits, or 515ft, 515 feet in length, aligns exactly with
long and was built for the specific the biblical dimensions of Noah’s Ark.
purpose of saving Noah, his wife, A re-examination of 3D GPR scans,
sons and wives, as well as all using advanced imaging software,
kinds of animals. shows a 234-foot central corridor and
So where is it? Did it survive? In angular structures—potentially rooms

1959, a land formation on the or corridors—extending up to 20 feet |

mountain range of Mt Ararat, deep. “The re-analysis confirms what
Turkey, was found. Sources we suspected: these are not random
believed it to be Noah's Ark and that shapes in the mudflow. The presence
it had slid down the mountain in a of hallways and room-like structures
mud slide. The formation, pictured, points to a man-made origin for the
was first noticed by and then named boat shape,” said Andrew Jones, the
after  Turkish  Army
Durupinar, who was photographing project.

the mountain range to map it. More scans are due in 2026.

The following are excerpts from Is it Noah’s Ark? — I'll let you decide!
press releases from the Noah’s Ark Written by Val Whybrow

problems in their lives; worries, illness, sadness and loss among
them and yet they don’t turn to the person most likely to bring relief
and healing.

It never fails to amaze me that so many people | talk to have

Many will know of the stories in the bible where Jesus healed people — in
fact over 25% of the 4 gospel accounts of Jesus life and ministry are about
him healing people and as we read these accounts we see that the
healings take place in different ways — people coming to him, people being
brought to him, people who knew him — people who didn’t know him. So,
it is difficult to say “this person was healed because of this or this person
was healed because of that” what we do know is that Jesus wanted people
healed.

But of course, that was a long time ago and | guess some people may
think is of no relevance to today and certainly not to me! This is not the
case. Jesus still brings healing into the lives of people in 2026 Muxton.
Whilst | am unable to tell you stories of lame people walking and sight
returned to the blind | know of lots of examples of people being freed from
debilitating conditions both physical and emotional. | have experienced
this myself and healing comes in many forms which convinces me that
Jesus wants people healed today; it is a sign that points directly to him.

So, when you see the notice outside our church, or on social media or
even in this paper advertising a service of healing — and you or someone
you care for is hurting — pop in and experience for yourself how the healing
ministry of Jesus is still at work today. Written by Jan Stackhouse

Captain lead researcher involved in the

SATURDAY 4TH JULY 2.30PM & 6.30PM

DONATIONS WELCOME coNTACT ELLIE ON 07830524321

1st July 2026

Join us this summer for games, crafts,
singing and lots of fun
@ St John's Church, Saltwells Drive,
Muxton

Tuesday 21st to Thursday 23rd
July 2026
10am - 3pm daily

'\\a‘d‘ %}3
SM%
On-line booking form avaliable via
waww.stjohnsmuxton.org.uk
Or copies available at both 5t John's and

St Michael's Church

SONGS THROUGH Tii€
DECADES

at STJOHN’S CHURCH MUXTON
" TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM
FREE ENTRY! THE CHURCH OFFICE OR

Seeking inner peace?
Need rest or healing for
yourself or a loved one?

Join us for
A Quiet Reflective
Healing Service

on

Sunday 18th October
6.30pm
St John’s Church, Muxton
01952 670033
www.stjohnsmuxton.org.uk
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St John’s Knits & Natters for Mothers and

Babies in Need
Following an inspiring talk by Bridget Supple at a Ladies Day at St John’s in

2025, our Knit & Natter group responded by getting their knitting and crochet
needles out. Bridget works for the Birth Companion charity and her role is to offer
support to pregnant women and new mothers at HMP Foston Hall Prison in Derbyshire.

During Bridget’s talk, the group learned that there was a shortage of baby clothes for new
babies at the prison. As a result our Knit & Natter group set to knitting, crocheting and buying
items, which were delivered to Bridget just before Christmas. We included small hearts - one for mum and one for baby
- as they have to part and cannot stay together as there is no Mother and Baby Unit at Foston. We are continuing this
project for 2026 babies.

If you would like further information about our lively Knit & Natter group that meets at St. John's every Tuesday from
2 to 4pm, please phone 07948 094272 or 07963749258. Written by Jackie Earl

A Good Summer Got Questions?
Read Alpha’s Got Space For Them!

Alan Titchmarsh
has an easy The Alpha course is aimed at helping people explore

manner; whether Christianity, regardless of their background
he’s discussing or prior beliefs. Itis designed to be informal
gardening, and no-pressure, looking at the basics of
interviewing the Christian faith in a relaxed, open and
celebrities on friendly environment.

television shows Here is some feedback from those who
or writing a book. attended the recent Alpha course held
When | started to

over six evening sessions at St John’s:

“We have really enjoyed this Alpha; totally non-judgemental,
really friendly and we have gained so much knowledge
through everyone sharing”

read this book |
could literally
‘hear’ Alan telling
me the story.

It's a tale based on ;‘,\I/_:I\I{’ely friendly group with most people participating really

a farming family; it
follows the life of “Very interesting contributions and stories of faith... these
Adam, the only son of the family, who has were really inspiring”

an extraordinary ability to ease other's «yery interesting to learn the deeper meaning of faith”
pain, he has ‘a healing touch’. This For more information on Alpha, please contact
extraordinary ability is both a gift and a 4, & tiohnsmuxton.org.uk or call 01952 670033

burden, which means that there are
New Arrivals A Poem

some sad and some uplifting scenarios.
g

Adam was, in his youth, described as
having an affinity with nature, he was ‘a
confirmed country boy’ enjoying
spending his time tending and caring for
sheep rather than spending time in the
schoolroom.

The way the author describes the
Yorkshire Dales landscape and the :
various different characters makes it Y g

easy for the reader to picture; as sampled ; T SRR ?’ Affect us all in many ways
here; “ the silvery river snaking across \ BN “"« EN So think of all around us now,
the bottom of the valley, the sheep LY L e A quick ‘Hello’...are you OK?
bleating as they grazed the velvet grass, Josh and Jess Cox and big| i help us all get through our day.
and the higher, heather-covered fells brothers Arthur (6) and Caleb
beginning to shed their dark winter livery. (3) welcome Macie Eloise Mary Attwood
The turn of the year”. Cox, born on 30t April 2026. Sept 2024

Conversely there are areas of the tale The Word Around Musxton is compiled and [*The Word A ot

. “The Wor roun uxton”:
_tha_t are a bit far'f_etChed (qharaCterS and published by St John’s Church, Muxton. Text, | a newspaper written by locals
incidents), but this doesn’t detract from illustrations and photographs may not be | for locals. Contributions are

the overall story,which is basically a life republished without written permission. The |welcome from all ages. Please

Enjoy the day, it's there for you
The Sunsets and the Morning Dew
The open fields the Farmer’s Plough
Remember them from days gone by
We must enjoy it while we can
Friendly chat and cups of tea
(s Mean so much to those we see
As long dark nights, and cold wet days

. . editors and authors have compiled this |email The Editor if you have an
and love Story V,VIth a hap_py endmg' I newspaper with great care, but Fét John’s item for our nex)t/ edition:
recommend this book if you want a church wishes to point out that no warranty | Theword@Stjohnsmuxton.or
relaxing, uplifting book rather than a fast can be made as to the accuracy or g.uk or visit
paced thriller! completeness of the information given. Any |www.stjiohnsmuxton.org.uk/the

views or opinions expressed are solely those word
Written by Heather Hedges of the authors and do not necessarily reflect

the view of St John’s Church, Muxton.
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