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St Johnõs, Muxton 

and  

St Michaelõs, Lilleshall 
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 Wrekin Creative 

Textiles Group  
at St Johnõs Church 

We meet 7.45pm on the 4th 

Wednesday of the month 

(except December)  

23rd September 2026  
  

For details contact  
wrekinsecretary@gmail.com 

J.R. Williams 
Funeral Directors 

 
 

Waters Upton       Towers Lawn 
Telford                           Cheshire Street 
Shropshire           Market Drayton                          
01950 541423                            TF9 3AA 

01630 654490 

Incorporating 

Graham Talbot & Son 
Funeral Directors (Newport)  

01952 811140 

  

24hr Service 
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PAUSE FOR THOUGHT 

As we step into September, I wonder do you remember that feeling of going back to 
school after the summer holidays? For some of us this might be particularly pertinent 
as we prepare our own children for the new term ahead, perhaps with a change of 

school, college, even university. 

I remember in Primary school my plastic sandwich box with its own drink flask, and the 
fish paste sandwiches that my mum gave me every day, which I disliked intensely, but 
never dared say. I remember long school socks, and polished shoes from Clarkes that 
had been carefully fitted; new pencil cases, school bags, gym kits and coats.  

And then in high school everything changed, there were blazers and ties, canteens full 
of teenagers, moving around the school to find new classrooms, where every subject 
had a different teacher, many of whom had a reputation that went before them! 

There was always some trepidation at the beginning of a new school year, and thatõs 
possibly not dissimilar to other new beginnings. Perhaps you have a new job starting, or 

a house move, perhaps you are newly retired or recently bereaved, maybe there is a 
new child or grandchild on the way, or a new diagnosis that has left you reeling;      
whatever else happens in life, we can be pretty sure that there will always be new     
challenges for us to face. 

Usually, our minds leap to worst case scenarios for what lies ahead. The voice in our 

head might be saying something like, òWhat if no one in my new school wants to be my 
friend, what if this job is terrible and I fail, what if my house never sells or the offer 
falls through, what if this hard season of life never lifts?ó 

And it can be hard to shift this narrative into something more positive, or to think on 
things that are good and positive, lifegiving and peace inducing.  

For those of us with a faith, we donõt escape these new seasons of life with new        
anxieties, but we do have someone who tells us to cast our cares on Him, and we do 
trust that God hasnõt left us to do life on our own.  

At the end of the school term in July, Lilleshall school came to St. Michaelõs for a    
leavers service. We thought about new beginnings, and I spoke to them about courage, 

kindness, perseverance, challenges and hope. For them, as for us, no matter our age or 
stage, our future is still being written, and it is good for us to hope in something or 
someone greater.  

I prayed a blessing over the children as they left, and so this blessing is for us too 
whatever we may be facing:  

ôMay you always have courage for new beginnings, strength to keep going, 
kindness to share with others, and hope for whatever comes next.õ Amen. 

Revõd Ellie 
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ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELSȴ, LILLESHALL 

SERVICES IN SEPTEMBER 

  

Prayer Ministry available after the service 

9.30am 
Time unless  

otherwise stated 

3rd 12noon Worship, Lunch & Music 

6th  Holy Communion 

13th Morning Worship  

20th 
8.30am Prayer Breakfast 

9.30am Holy Communion 

27th Morning Worship + Baptism 

PRAYER CHAIN:  If you have any prayer requests please 
contact St Michaelȴs coordinator Janet by 

Email: janetmarshall902@gmail.com  or 07740899513. 

The PCC are meeting next on Monday 21st September 
 @ 7.30pm 

St Michaelȴs PCC 

World Church & Justice Group 

WC&J meet next on Tuesday 1st September @ Geoff & 
Sueȴs home. 

mailto:janetmarshall902@gmail.com
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 St Johnȴs , Muxton  

Services in SEPTEMBER 

11.00am  
(unless otherwise indicated) 

6th Morning Worship 

13th 
11am  Holy Communion 
3pm    Count Me In  

20th Morning Worship 

27th 
9am    Prayers with breakfast 

11am  Holy Communion 

  Our services are mostly livestreamed over YouTubeéSt Johnõs Muxton 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB6N81vubkdzSYD7rCPFw5Q 

Please join us before the Sunday service at 10.15am for    

prayer.  Prayer Ministry is also available after the service. 

The PCC are meeting next on Monday 14th September 
 @ 7.30pm 

St Johnȴs PCC 

WC&J meet next on Tuesday 1st September @ Geoff & 
Sueȴs home. 

World Church & Justice Group 

The Evangelism Team are meeting next on Monday 7th 
September 7.30pm at the home of Terry and Jan. 

Evangelism Team 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB6N81vubkdzSYD7rCPFw5Q
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13th September  
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  Are you in need of another adultõs      
company and conversation? 

  Is your child in need of another childõs 
company and conversation? 

  If so, come along to St Johnõs Tiny Tots,  
St Johnõs Church in Muxton. 

  We meet during term time on a Tuesday morning from 10am 

and extend a warm welcome to all children under school age  

and their parents or carers. Cost is from Ã3 per family                              

with up to 2 children (a small extra charge for additional         

children). 

 

 
  

        We meet in September on...  
       Friday 4th at 12noon 

       Ã5 for 2 courses 
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As the sun sets over our churchyards and burial grounds, a whole other 
world comes alive. Using some nifty technology, we can listen in on this 
hidden world to find out just what kind of wildlife is thriving there.  

At Caring for Godõs Acre, weõve recently acquired a fantastic bit of kit 
called a passive acoustic monitor. These little devices can be set up to 

record and monitor a whole range of sounds in environments that would otherwise 
be difficult to survey, helping you discover what species are about. For instance, 
weõve been using our acoustic monitor to survey bats in local churchyards.   

The devices can be left out for a few hours, days or even weeks. They utilise a 
small microphone, to detect and convert incoming sound waves into a signal which 
can be recorded and stored for later analysis. Once back at home, you can then 
download the data to analyse and see what species youõve heard. Some models will 
do this for you, some wonõt; it entirely depends on the model.  

Bats use echolocation to hunt for insects at high frequences that we humans canõt 
hear. Individual species emit calls that correspond to their size, flight, behaviour, 
environment and prey types. Each will produce a distinctive call that can be recog-
nised on the acoustic monitor or during sound analysis.  

It can be difficult to navigate these tools for a first timer. Never fear; our 
friends at Bat Conservation Trust (BCT) have made surveying for bats accessible 
and easy for everyone. 

BCT has been running the National Bat Monitoring Programme since 1996. Through 
its various mediums, all the recorded data helps inform bat conservation across the 
UK. One part of the programme is the NightWatch survey. Taking place between 
July and October, NightWatch is a community science project helping you discover 
the hidden world of nighttime nature living in your neighbourhood. No experience or 
previous knowledge is needed to take part, just for you to be over 16 and have a 
windowsill, garden, churchyard or urban space you have permission to survey. They 
greatly encourage people in towns and cities to get involved, so we can monitor how 
bats are faring in urban areas.  

The process is simple. Choose a date and book your kit via the survey portal. Next, 
a free kit arrives in the post including an òAudioMothó. This is your mini passive 
acoustic monitoring device! Switch it on, secure in place and youõre ready to go. At 
the same time, youõll sit with the detector watching and listening for any night wild-
life. Whatever you spot, you make a record of. Once youõre done, post the kit back 
in the post and wait to hear back from BCT with your personalised report of the 
bats you discovered during the survey.  

More information on how to sign up and book your kit is linked here: https://
www.bats.org.uk/our-work/science-research/passive-acoustic-surveys/nightwatch  

Between 60-90% of historic churches now have protected bat roosts, making the 
surrounding churchyard space even more important for bat conservation. Keeping 
churchyards chemical free, full of rich and diverse habitats that attract varied 
food sources, provides critical sanctuary for these nocturnal species. Consider   
getting involved in your local burial ground for bats and other wildlife in whatever 
way you can. 

https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/science-research/passive-acoustic-surveys/nightwatch
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/science-research/passive-acoustic-surveys/nightwatch
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bƻ ƳŀǧŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇΦ hǳǊ 
ŦǊŜŜΣ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ŘŜōǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘǾƛǎŜ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǊƻǳǘŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŘŜōǘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƻũŜǊ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ 
ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŘŜōǘ ŦǊŜŜΦ   

¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ ƛǎ ƻƊŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǎǘΣ 
ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘΦ !ǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ƘŜƭǇ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŀǳƴǝƴƎΣ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 
ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ      
ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΦ  
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Monday's at St John's Church, Muxton 
9.30am and 5.30pm 
Andrea 07832459528   
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Are you interested in joining a like minded group of people    
knitting/crochet and doing some crafts over a good old chat and 

a cuppa?!   

Meeting on Tuesday afternoons 
2-4pm at St Johnõs Church, Muxton. 

If you are interested pop in for a visit on any Tuesday              
alternatively contact 07948 094272  

or the Church office on 670033 for further details. 

 
 

Date for your diary - BIG Quiz 
Saturday 14th November 
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St Johnõs open 9am-12noon 
St Michaelõs manned 10am-12noon (toilets) church open 9-4pm  
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Seeking the 100th Bishop of  Lichfield  

Saying goodbye 

As you read this article, Bishop Michaelõs retirement on the feast day of St         
Michael and All Angels will be imminent. It has been a long goodbye, sometimes sad 
but often filled with joy and happy memories. Many have said how much they will 
miss his wisdom, his kindness and his pastoral heart. 

Taking a snapshot 

It has been difficult for some to engage with the idea of seeking the 100th Bishop 
when the 99th has still been so present but in October the diocese will ôhand in its 
homeworkõ to the national church ð just like when there is a parish vacancy, we have 
to write our ôdiocesan profileõ (known as the Statement of Needs) for the Crown 
Nominations Committee (CNC), the small group who will work together to discern 
the potential candidates for #Lichfield100. The CNC group comprises fourteen 
people: two archbishops, six people appointed by General Synod and six people    
nominated by the diocese. 

This group needs a clear brief from us: what is Lichfield like as a diocese, what are 
our joys and hopes, what are the challenges and who are we looking for to help us to 
become all that we can be. A group called the Vacancy in See Committee have been 
putting the Statement of Needs together on behalf of us all, asking those        
questions of various groups in June and July this year and collecting that wisdom 
together in one document. 

Your voice matters ð speak directly into the process 

But the CNC also want to hear from the people of Lichfield directly. Between 5 and 
15 October, the Archbishopsõ Secretary and the Prime Ministerõs Secretary for 
Appointments will be meeting with a number of invited groups looking for answers 
to similar questions. 

And everyone will have a chance to speak directly into the process of discernment. 
There will be an online meeting on the evening of 14 October, 6pm-7.30pm to 
which everyone is invited. There will be more information on how to join on the   
diocesan website or you can follow this link: lichfield.anglican.org/vacancy-in-see/   

Your voice really does matter. So far the most frequent two words weõve heard in 
our consultations for our ôdiocesan profileõ have been ôhugeõ and ôdiverseõ. We canõt 
show people from outside just how big and diverse we are unless they hear lots of 
different voices from lots of different communities ð rural Shropshire accents, 
Black Country accents, Stoke accents, accents with a touch of Caribbean sunshine 
or south-east Asian music, all joyfully putting in their two pennõorth. So come and 
have your say! Who knows, it might be your voice which makes all the difference in 
discerning the right person to be our next Bishop. 

Sam Rushton is Diocesan Secretary and CEO of Lichfield Diocesan Board of Finance,  
and secretary to the Vacancy in See committee 

https://lichfield.anglican.org/vacancy-in-see/
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hǾŜǊ ŀ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ {ƘƛŦƴŀƭΣ !ƭōǊƛƎƘǘƻƴ       
ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎ Ϥ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻōƧŜŎǘΦ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 

лмфрн пслссф όнп IƻǳǊǎύ 
нуΣ .ǊŀŘŦƻǊŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ {ƘƛŦƴŀƭΦ ¢Cмм у!¦ 

ǿǿǿΦƧƻƘƴǿƛƭƭƛŀƳǎŦǳƴŜǊŀƭǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ  ƛƴŦƻϪƧƻƘƴǿƛƭƭƛŀƳǎŦǳƴŜǊŀƭǎΦŎƻƳ   

     ! aŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ CǳƴŜǊŀƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ 

http://www.johnwilliamsfuneralservice.com

