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Wrekin Creative 

Textiles Group 
at St John’s Church 

We meet 7.45pm on the 4th 

Wednesday of the month 

(except December) 

25th March 2026 

Members’ Evening 

Bring your own project 

For details contact  
wrekinsecretary@gmail.com 

J.R. Williams 
Funeral Directors 

 
 

Waters Upton       Towers Lawn 
Telford                           Cheshire Street 
Shropshire           Market Drayton                          
01950 541423                            TF9 3AA 

01630 654490 

Incorporating 

Graham Talbot & Son 
Funeral Directors (Newport)  

01952 811140 

  

24hr Service 
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Why Do We Notice the Speck? 

Why is it so much easier to spot the faults in other people than to recognise our 
own? Psychologists suggest we all have a kind of blind spot. Most of us assume we 
are decent, reasonable people, so when something goes wrong, we tend to see our 
behaviour in the best possible light. At the same time, we can be quick to assume 
the worst about others. We place ourselves at the centre of our story and judge 
everyone else from there. 

Take the workplace as an example. If we miss a deadline, we excuse ourselves. It 
was the unexpected email, family pressure, the long list of competing demands. We 
reassure ourselves that it was an honest mistake. But when a colleague is late with 
their part of a project, it’s easy to label them as disorganised or unreliable. We may 
feel irritated, even indignant, without pausing to consider what might be going on in 
their world. We give ourselves understanding but give others a verdict. 

The same pattern might be seen elsewhere, as we quietly criticise another parent’s 
approach, feel irritated by the neighbour who shouts, or roll our eyes at the       
customer complaining in a shop. We can spend an entire day mentally pointing out 
what everyone else is doing wrong, reassuring ourselves that we would handle things 
better. 

But living like that isn’t particularly healthy. Constant judgment drains our energy 
and narrows our perspective. It keeps us focused outward in criticism rather than 
inward in reflection. 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus uses a striking image. He says, “Why do you see 
the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye?” His point 
is simply, before we zoom in on someone else’s small mistake, we might stop and    
consider our own larger blind spots. Often, the things that irritate us most in     
others are not so different from the habits we excuse in ourselves. 

For Christians, this theme feels especially relevant during Lent. The season of Lent 
is traditionally marked by fasting, prayer, repentance and self-examination. Rather 
than focusing on what is wrong “out there,” Lent gently turns our gaze inward. It 
asks, ‘where do I need to change? Where have I been harsh, impatient, or self-
righteous? What needs healing in me?’ 

Fasting, in this sense, is not only about giving up food or treats. It can also mean   
letting go of quick judgments and harsh words. Prayer becomes a space to reflect 
honestly, with a willingness to acknowledge our own “logs” and to seek a better way. 

As we shift our focus in this way, something changes. We become slower to condemn 
and quicker to understand. We make room for context, for complexity, for the    
possibility that others are struggling in ways we cannot see. 

When we recognise our shared flaws, we grow in empathy. We become a little more 
gracious, a little more forgiving. And perhaps, this Lent, as we practise reflection 
and restraint, we may find ourselves noticing fewer specks — and tending more 
carefully to the work within our own hearts. 

Rev’d Ellie Cheetham-Wilkinson 

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT 
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ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS’, LILLESHALL 
SERVICES IN MARCH 

The PCC are meeting next on Monday 16th March 7.30pm 
in Church. 

ST Michael’s PCC 

  

Prayer Ministry available after the service 

9.30am 
Time unless  

otherwise stated 

1st Holy Communion 

8th 
9.30am Morning Worship + Baptism 

4pm Memorial Service 

15th 
Mothering 

Sunday 

Holy Communion 

22nd 
8.30am Prayer Breakfast 

9.30am Morning Worship 

29th 
Palm Sunday 

Holy Communion 

PRAYER CHAIN:  If you have any prayer requests please 
contact St Michael’s coordinator Janet by 

Email: janetmarshall902@gmail.com  or 07740899513. 

mailto:janetmarshall902@gmail.com
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The PCC are due to meet on Monday 9th March 7.30pm in Church.  

ST John’s PCC 

The Evangelism Team are meeting on Monday 23rd March @ 7.30pm 

EVANGELISM TEAM  

 
 St John’s , Muxton  

Services in MARCH 

11.00am  
(unless otherwise indicated) 

1st  Morning Worship  

8th Holy Communion 

15th 
Mothering Sunday 

Morning Worship 

22nd 
9am Prayers with breakfast 
11am Holy Communion 

29th 
Palm Sunday 

10.30am Parade from Muxton School 

Morning Worship 

  Our services are mostly livestreamed over YouTube…St John’s Muxton 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB6N81vubkdzSYD7rCPFw5Q  

Please join us before the Sunday service at 10.15am for    

prayer.  Prayer Ministry is also available after the service. 

PRAYER CHAIN: 
St John’s If you have any prayer requests please either text (preferable) 

Lisa 07739 522280 or Email:  west.familywest@btinternet.com 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB6N81vubkdzSYD7rCPFw5Q
mailto:west.familywest@btinternet.com
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We meet in March on...  
Friday 6th at 12noon - £5 for 2 courses 

 

  Are you in need of another adult’s      
company and conversation? 

  Is your child in need of another child’s 
company and conversation? 

  If so, come along to St John’s Tiny Tots,  
St John’s Church in Muxton. 

  We meet during term time on a Tuesday morning from 10am 

and extend a warm welcome to all children under school age  

and their parents or carers. Cost is from £3 per family                              

with up to 2 children (a small extra charge for additional         

children). 
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Gratitude, Opportunity and Hope 

What is it to be rich and what is it to be generous? 

Ten million pound coins on a desert island would be as useless as a tissue paper canoe. 

Less useful, because burning the canoe would at least keep you warm. Physical money 

on its own has no value – you can’t eat it, you can’t build a shelter out of it, you can’t 

easily use it to keep warm or dry, yet it has a peculiar hold over us. 

Why? Probably because of what it represents. Bankers say that money serves three 

basic functions: it is a medium of exchange, a unit of account and a store of value. It 

makes buying and selling things easy, we can use it as a way of keeping count of our 

wealth and it is a way of holding onto wealth. 

For example, if I tie up my wealth in cabbages, it wouldn’t last very long. Two or three 

weeks after cutting the cabbages, they’d have no value because they’d be mushy and 

revolting. But if I sell them when they are fresh and green, I can get £100 to put in the 

bank to use whenever and wherever I want. 

These very useful things about money are also at the core of some of our worst         

temptations. If I use money to buy and sell, I am distancing myself from the thing that I 

am buying and it makes it easier to do things that I wouldn’t do if I was close up. 

Once, if I wanted to swap my cabbages for your wheat, I’d have to meet you to do that. 

Today if I want to buy some cheap clothes, I don’t have to take my vegetables all the 

way to a sweat shop in the far east and see the conditions of the children there. I can 

use my £100 in the bank to pay for clothes in a shop without worrying where they came 

from. Or if I send my struggling widowed sister £100 every month to help with living 

costs but never visit her, I never see that she needs company as much as needs food. 

If we have stored up our wealth, we don’t rely on God meeting our daily needs. In the 

desert, when the Israelites tries to store the manna they were given every day by God, it 

went off. In the wilderness, the Israelites learnt how to trust God for their daily bread – 

money helps us not to have to trust. 

Counting my wealth leads me quickly into the sin of pride – I’m somehow better than 

you because I have more money in the bank. Pride leads to anxiety – worrying about 

what will happen if we lose our wealth and our status. In a number of places in the   

Gospels Jesus talks about the anxiety that accompanies money and things. He knows 

that pride and anxiety are the enemy of hope - they lead use into ungenerous lives, 

holding on to the things we have instead of opening our hands, letting go, and living 

simply so that others may simply live. “No one can serve two masters. Either you will 

hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the   

other. You cannot serve both God and money,” he said. 

As you think about your life, do you control your money or does your money control 

you? Do we hold onto more than we could ever spend in our lifetime when others in 

the world have so little? Can we be more generous with our money and our time? How 

can we use our money to bring hope to the hopeless and renew our own faith in the 

God who is always faithful?  

Sam Rushton is the Chief Executive Officer and Diocesan Secretary of Lichfield Diocese. 
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Table Top Sale  

Saturday 14th March  

 St Michael & All Angels’ 

Church, Church Road, Lilleshall,  

Newport, TF10 9HE 

10am till 2pm  

£10 per table. If you would like 

a table, please contact us 

at lilleshallbells@hotmail.com  

by 7th March. On the day stall 

holders will be able to set up 

their table from 8am.  

mailto:lilleshallbells@hotmail.com
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 Lamb’s Tails in the Spring Breeze 

Whilst most plants are pollinated by insects, plus other invertebrates and small 
mammals, quite a few rely on the wind to reproduce. A common way for trees to 
do this is to have catkins, hazel and silver birch both being good examples with 

easily visible long catkins often called lambs tails, but oak, beech, hornbeam, walnut, pine and 
other conifers do too. Catkins are actually long slim clusters of flowers which release large 
amounts of small, light pollen that can be blown a long way.  

Most flowers contain both male and female parts within the one flower, but wind pollinated 
trees usually have separate male and female flowers. These may occur on the same tree as they 
do in hazel or oak or sometimes on different trees for example willow and poplar. The male 
flowers form in clusters making the catkin, whilst the female flowers stand upright individually. 
Flowers of wind pollinated plants have small petals if they have any at all and catkins tend to be 
pale yellow, no need for bright colours, large petals or scent to attract insects when it is the 
wind that is doing the work! Both the male catkins and female flowers can be seen on the     
edges of the tree canopy where the wind will catch them, shaking the catkin, releasing the     
pollen and carrying it away. The female flowers then catch the pollen as it is blown past, they 
usually stand upright on top of twigs and often have a sticky tip or ‘stigma’ as it’s known, to 
catch the passing pollen. The female flowers are sometimes red, looking a little like a small sea 
anemone. Have a look on a hazel bush and see if you can see both the dangling catkins and also 
the small, red female flowers, sometimes on the same twig. Once pollinated the female flower 
will develop into the seed, be it an acorn, pine nut or a hazel nut. 

Wind pollination works well for trees that flower early, when few insect pollinators may be 
about, for trees that are found in cold and windy spots too. Hazel, birch, willow and pines are 
trees that are early to arrive and grow on bare, rocky ground and are thought to have been 
amongst the trees that first colonised patches left bare by retreating glaciers after the last ice 
age. Wind pollination would have been an advantage in this. 

Another important group of plants that are pollinated by wind are the grasses. Whilst they do 
not have catkins or separate male and female flowers, there are parallels to be drawn. Grass 
flowers tend to be green, yellow or pale brown rather than brightly coloured. They are          
produced at the top of a grass stem that usually stands vertical, bringing the flowers above    
other foliage and into the wind. They tend to be clustered, often in a spike rather like a vertical 
catkin and they produce a large amount of pollen which can be carried over distance. Many 
grasses open up when ready to release their pollen, looking like a miniature Christmas tree, so 
that all of the flowers will be caught in passing breezes. Some grasses do have strong colours, 
but this is due to the colour of the pollen not the flowers. Grasses may be at their most        
beautiful when releasing coloured pollen. One example of this is meadow foxtail, so named    
because the red pollen colours the flowering spike like a fox’s tail.  

Why not have a walk around your local churchyard, chapel yard or cemetery and see if you can 
see any signs of wind pollination taking place. 

All the best, Harriet 

Harriet Carty, Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor, harriet@cfga.org.uk, 
www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk  - individuals and groups in the diocese receive 20% members 
discount on all CfGA materials. Use the discount code diomem22 

mailto:harriet@cfga.org.uk
http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk
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No matter how large or small 
your problem is, we can help. Our 
free, expert debt help will advise 
on the best route out of debt, and 
offer different types of support to 
help you become debt free.   

The first step is often the hardest, 
but it’s really worth it. Asking for 
help can be daunting, particularly 
for many people who have 
reached a crisis point before      
calling to book an appointment.  
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Monday's at St John's Church, Muxton 
9.30am and 5.30pm 

Andrea 07832459528   
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Tuesday 17th March 
Competition:  Lifesaving Aides 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Defibrillator Training 
By Russell Brookes 

Meetings are held in Lilleshall Memorial Hall 
At 7.30pm on the third Tuesday of the month 

LILLESHALL WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

Wednesday 4th March 
 

 Telford and Wrekin  
 Home-Start 

 By Vikki Thomas 

MUXTON LADIES’ CLUB 

Meetings are held at St John’s Muxton  
at 7.45 pm on the first Wednesday of the month 
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What’s on at St John’s Church & Community Centre 
01952 670033 

Monday  Slimming World - 9.30am and 5.30pm  Occasional meetings 

Tuesday 
Tiny Tots - 10am 
Term Time only 

Knit & Natter 
2-4pm 

Rainbows, Brownies, 
Guides & Rangers 
Term Time Only 

Wednesday  

Bible & Breakfast 
10am (fortnightly) 

Aerobics over ‘50s’ 
10am  

Step in Line 
11.30am 

In Stitches 
3rd Wednesday    

2-4pm 

K & K Tuition 
5.30pm 

Community Choir  
5.15-6.30pm weekly 

‘A Novel Idea’  
Book club 

2nd Wednesday  
7.30pm 

Muxton Ladies 
1st Wednesday 

7.45pm 

Wrekin Textile Group 
 4th Wednesday 

7.30pm  

Thursday 
Truth to Tell 

10.30-11.30am 
(Monthly) 

 

Various housegroups 
throughout the day       
including Beacon - 

7.30pm   

Friday 
  

Lunchclub -12noon 
(over 50’s)        

1st Friday of most 
months 

Join us 4 a Cuppa! 
Monthly 11am-1pm 
(usually 3rd Friday) 

Coming Soon 
Alzheimers 

Saturday 
Tuition 

9am-12.15pm 
Available for Hire  

Sunday Church Services Limited Availability for Parties/Functions 

What’s on at St Michael’s Church, Lilleshall 

Tuesday Bell ringing - Weekly 7pm   

Wednesday 
The Coffee Lounge 

9.30am-4.30pm   
 Film Afternoon 
Monthly 1.30pm 

Choir Practice 
Weekly 7pm  

Thursday  
Worship, Lunch & Music 

1st Thursday of most months at 12noon and 
Weekly during Lent   

Sunday Church Services  
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Over a Century of local care and personal service in Shifnal, Albrighton       
and surrounding areas ~ distance is no object. 

Contact us for a friendly, reliable and efficient service. 

01952 460669 (24 Hours) 
28, Bradford Street, Shifnal. TF11 8AU 

www.johnwilliamsfuneralservice.com or email  info@johnwilliamsfunerals.com   

     A Member of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

http://www.johnwilliamsfuneralservice.com
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ST MICHAEL’S 

 Sidespersons   Coffee     

 9.30am            9.30am     

  1 Mar   John & Diane   Dave & Sue   

  8 Mar  Harry & Katrina   Katie & Lyn   

15 Mar Fran   Philippa & Dee 

22 Mar Fran & Finley   Prayer breakfast team 

29 Mar Janet   Dave & June 

   

 

   Brass Cleaning         Holy Dusters    Flowers   

    Mar  Guides        

14 Mar        Geoff & Sue   No flowers 

28 Mar        Jean & Louise   During Lent 

               

               

ST JOHN’S  

   Sidesperson   Coffee     Communion 

  

  1 Mar  Chris L     Gill S & Lisa 

  8 Mar  John & Moira    Jane & Chris L  Sue W & Simon 

15 Mar  Pete & Julie   Mel & Volunteer   

22 Mar  Chris K     Lesley & Sarah  Wendy & Judith 

29 Mar  Steve & Heather  Steve & Heather 

 

 

  

ROTAS FOR MARCH 

Church Office  

Monday  
9am - 3pm 
Tuesday  

9am - 12noon 
Friday  

9am - 3pm 
01952 670033 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

 

WEDDINGS 
We congratulate and pray for all newly married couples, that 

they may experience the presence of Christ holding them          

together in love and faithfulness, now and in the future.  

 
FUNERALS/INTERMENT OF ASHES 
.In their sadness, may those who have lost loved ones know the 

peace of Christ upholding them at this time.  We extend our 

sympathy and prayers to those who have recently been           

bereaved.  
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Vicar:      Vacancy    

Curate:      Ellie Cheetham-Wilkinson  

Ordained Local Minister: Jane Evans       291340 

Readers:     David Pierce       850231 

       Robyn Evans       291340 

       Heiko Capper       677780 

       Paula Capper       677780 

       Jon Rawson       605400 

Evangelism Minister: Jan Stackhouse       604775 

Church Administrator:  Lesley Trotman  St John’s Office      670033 

Baptism Coordinator: C/0     St John’s Office      670033 

Office e-mail address:                             admin@stjohnsmuxton.org.uk 

Web Site address:                                            www.stjohnsmuxton.org.uk 

ST MICHAEL’S, LILLESHALL 

Churchwarden:     Frances Taylor      604718 

Assistant Wardens:   John Morris and David Lawrence    

PCC Secretary:    Lesley Trotman       670033 

PCC Treasurer:    Cedric Ayres       606053 

Gift Aid:     Stuart Rutherford      604330 

Pastoral Coordinator:  Angie Vann       606008   

Organist:     Ann Jones                  07866 142096 

Bell Ringing Leader:  Louise Millward       via 670033 

Web Site address                                     www.stmichaelslilleshall.org.uk 

Office e-mail address                           admin@stmichaelslilleshall.org.uk 

ST JOHN’S, MUXTON 

Churchwarden:     Andrew Hambler      200351  

       Lesley Trotman St John’s Office      670033  

PCC Secretary:    Lesley Trotman St John’s Office      670033  

PCC Treasurer:    Simon Hartridge      670033 

Gift Aid:     Please ring Church Office    

Pastoral Coordinator:  Julie Shelley         07974 625977 

Music Leader:    Nigel West             C/O 670033 

CHURCH & VILLAGE HALLS 

The James Memorial Hall, Lilleshall:   

Manager (Hall Hire):                 Chris Bird 01952 929852 or 07776156575 

Caretaker:              Paul Davies 01952 273480 or 07896488958  

St John’s Church, Muxton: Administrator & Building Manager  670033 

WHO’S WHO 



Why not have your family celebration here? 

Weddings our Speciality 

• Seating for 180 
• Comfortable surroundings 
• Licensed bar 
• Adequate parking 
• Exhibition facilities 
• Call Chris Bird on 01952 929852 or 
   07776 156575 

For activities - see notice board 

LILLESHALL MEMORIAL HALL 
“A village hall in a truly rural setting” 

    

 

Barclays Chambers Chiropody Practice 

Miss Clare J. Pitchford  B.Sc., M.Ch., D.Pod.M. 

#ÈÉÒÏÐÏÄÉÓÔ Ⱦ 0ÏÄÉÁÔÒÉÓÔ 

HPC No. CH10403 

 2/3 Barclays Bank Chambers 
  Newport 
Shropshire 

TF10 7AU 

OWENS MEMORIALS 

Traditional    Modern    Individual 
For Cemetery and Churchyard 

Covering all districts 

Tel: 07831 468510 or 01630 654135 

For help and advice 
21 Queen Street, Market Drayton, Shropshire 

LILLESHALL RELIEF IN NEED CHARITY 

(Registered Charity No. 216246) 

The Lilleshall Relief in Need Charity is able to give small grants to people 
who live in the ecclesiastical parishes of Lilleshall, Muxton and 
Donnington who are encountering financial difficulties.  It usually makes 
modest one-off payments to help with specific expenses or arrears.  
Applicants need to complete an application form which includes details of 
income & expenditure.  All information is treated with the strictest of 
confidence.  If you think Relief in Need can help you please contact St 
John’s Church Office 670033. 

office@owensmemorials.co.uk 

www.owensmemorials.co.uk 

Tel:  01952 820352 (surgery) 
 01952 811321 (evenings) 

×××ȢÂÁÒÃÌÁÙÓÐÏÄÉÁÔÒÙȢÃÏȢÕË 


