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Wrekin Creative 

Textiles Group 
at St John’s Church 

We meet 7.45pm on the 4th 

Wednesday of the month 

(except December) 

25th February 2026 

Symbolic Textiles  

by Vivienne Beaumont 

For details contact  
wrekinsecretary@gmail.com 

J.R. Williams 
Funeral Director Ltd 

 
 

Waters Upton        Towers Lawn 
Telford                            Cheshire Street 
Shropshire     Market Drayton                          
01950 541423                            TF9 3AA 

01630 654490 

Incorporating 

Graham Talbot & Son 
Funeral Directors (Newport)  

01952 811140 

  

24Service 
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Most of us don’t think of our days as being full of decisions, yet they are. 
From the moment we wake up, we’re choosing what to wear, what to eat, 
which route to take, what to listen to on the radio or watch in the evening. 
Here in Muxton, as anywhere else, these choices often happen almost 
without us noticing. They’re simply part of the flow of daily life. 

Some decisions become so familiar that we barely experience them as 
choices at all. They turn into habits: cleaning our teeth, making a cup of 
tea a certain way, reaching for the same products in the shop. Habits can 
be helpful. They free up mental space and help life run a little more 
smoothly. 

Other choices take a bit more thought, especially when other people are  
involved. Do I let that car pull out when traffic is busy? Do I mention some-
thing that’s been bothering me, or let it go? Do I say sorry for snapping 
earlier, or hope it blows over? These are the moments where we often 
pause, even briefly, and sense that there’s more than convenience at stake. 

Many people describe this as listening to their conscience – that quiet inner 
nudge that helps us weigh things up. It’s not about being perfect or getting 
everything right, but about noticing that we usually have more than one 
way to respond. 

From a Christian perspective, we talk about paying attention to our 
thoughts and responses, rather than letting them carry us along un-
checked. The Bible encourages us to notice what’s going on inside us and 
to aim, where we can, for responses that are loving and life-giving. That 
may sound idealistic, but in practice it often starts very small. 

It might mean catching ourselves before reacting sharply and choosing a 
gentler word instead. It might mean realising that an apology, however 
awkward, could clear the air. Or it could be as simple as a small act of 
courtesy – letting someone out in traffic, holding a door, offering patience 
when things feel rushed. These gestures don’t change the world overnight, 
but they do shape the tone of our shared life. 

What we give our attention to tends to grow. When we make space for 
thoughts that are honest, fair, generous or kind, those ways of responding 
slowly become more natural. Over time, they can turn into habits just as 
real as any other. 

We believe faith is worked out not only in church buildings, but in ordinary 
choices made on ordinary days. Whether or not you see things through a 
religious lens, it can be worth noticing the small decisions that fill our lives. 
They quietly shape our relationships, our community, and often, how we 
feel within ourselves too. 

Rev’d Ellie Cheetham-Wilkinson 
Curate of St John’s and St Michael’s 

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT 
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ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS’, LILLESHALL 
SERVICES IN FEBRUARY 

  

 
Prayer Ministry available after the service 

9.30am 
Time unless  

otherwise stated 

1st Holy Communion 

8th Morning Worship 

15th Holy Communion 

22nd 
8.30am Prayer Breakfast 

9.30am Morning Worship 

PRAYER CHAIN:  If you have any prayer requests please 
contact St Michael’s coordinator Janet by 

Email: janetmarshall902@gmail.com  or 07740899513. 

We offer a very warm welcome to the Rev’d 
Ellie Cheetham-Wilkinson to the parishes of 
Lilleshall and Muxton.  
 
Ellie will be supporting us in our day-to-day 
ministry and mission during our interregnum 
(the period between vicars), whilst also     
gaining the opportunity, in her third year of 
curacy, to experience more fully the             
responsibilities of incumbent ministry.  
 
Do look out for Ellie, who you will see at 
many of our upcoming services and events. 

mailto:janetmarshall902@gmail.com
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The Evangelism Team are meeting on Monday 23rd February @ 7.30pm 

EVANGELISM TEAM  

 
 St John’s , Muxton  

Services in FEBRUARY 

HOUSE GROUP LEADERS 

Housegroup leaders are planning to meet on Monday 2nd February 7.30pm  

11.00am  
(unless otherwise indicated) 

1st  Morning Worship  

8th Holy Communion 

15th 
11am Morning Worship 
6.30pm Healing Service 

22nd 
9am Prayers with breakfast 
11am Holy Communion 

  Our services are mostly livestreamed over YouTube…St John’s Muxton 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB6N81vubkdzSYD7rCPFw5Q  

Please join us before the Sunday service at 10.15am for    

prayer.  Prayer Ministry is also available after the service. 

PRAYER CHAIN: 
St John’s If you have any prayer requests please either text (preferable) 

Lisa 07739 522280 or Email:  west.familywest@btinternet.com 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB6N81vubkdzSYD7rCPFw5Q
mailto:west.familywest@btinternet.com
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Thank you St John’s for your gift of £265.70 to 
Nepal Leprosy Trust.                www.nlt.org.uk 

 

 

  
meet in February on...  

Friday 6th at 12noon 

 2 Courses -  £5  

Thank you so much St John’s for    
giving £398.55 to help Tearfund do   
remarkable things in supporting 
those living in the most extreme   

                            poverty www.tearfund.org 

http://www.tearfund.org/
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Draw Near in Lent 

Helen Emery, the diocese’s Whole Life Discipleship Officer is excited about 

ways of adding meaning to Lent this year. 

 Opening the curtains each morning and seeing the light which floods 

the room as God flooding my day with His light of love.    

 Savouring the first sip of coffee I take, thanking God for the joyful        

flavour and asking to be shown joy in whatever the day has ahead.   

 Seeing my shower as a mini – baptism preparing me for the day head.   

 Using my commute to work or my drive to the supermarket as an       

opportunity to pray for those I will encounter there.   

 Asking God to take away any rubbish which is not helpful in my life as I 

take the bins out each week.  

These are all ways of infusing our everyday habits with deeper, life-giving 

meaning. It is nothing new – these are all suggestions I have heard over the 

years from fellow disciples on the faith journey. I am sure you have similar 

habits which can turn into tiny yet significant rituals.   

The challenges for me – as a disciple and in my role as Whole life               

Discipleship officer for Lichfield Diocese – is to take the big picture of what I 

believe about the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, the mind-blowing, 

eternal significance of it, the heart-swelling enormity of it – and ensure it 

makes a different to the tiny detail of my every day, ordinary, here and now 

life. However you do that – whether it be through actions and re-actions, 

prayers and practicalities – I believe it is the essence of lent. Self-

examination, repentance and sacrifice.    

For Lent 2026, resources published from Church House will be under the 

banner of “Draw Near: Life-giving habits for Lent”. So this theme of building 

our ‘rhythms of life’ – habits and patterns which help us grow as disciples of 

Christ day by day – is particularly current.   

The booklet and app will focus on 6 aspects - worshipping together, praying, 

exploring the Bible, sharing communion, offering service and sharing the 

good news with others.   

So I invite you this lent to join me in striving to bring our discipleship that   

little bit more into the ‘whole of life’ - and seeing the transformation it can 

bring to our relationship with God, ourselves and each other.   

Look out for the ‘Draw Near’ resources on the Church of England’s various channels: www.cofe.io/
DrawNear and join in individually or as small groups on social media channels (@thechurchofengland 
and the ‘Everyday Faith’ app on smartphones.  
If you’re considering running a small group during lent and want ideas, do talk to Helen who has scoped 
out a large number of options and can make suggestions appropriate to your setting:                           
helen.emery@lichfield.anglican.org 

http://www.cofe.io/DrawNear
http://www.cofe.io/DrawNear
mailto:helen.emery@lichfield.anglican.org
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Look forward to chatting with  you at ... 
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New Year New Hobby 2026  

If you are interested in a new hobby for the 

new year, why not give Church Bell Ringing 

a go. Bell Ringing is open to all ages, and you will 

be surprised at what happens behind the scenes.  

If you are a member of the Scouting or Guid-

ing movement or a young ringer, we have a Bluebell’s Challenge 

badge. If you're  

working on the Duke of Edinburgh's Award bell ringing counts as 

a new skill. We have personal learning books to support your new 

hobby.  

If you are interested, please speak to a Lilleshall Bell Ringer or email 

us at lilleshallbells@hotmail.com  

We are happy to work with you to make this happen.  

  

Table Top Sale  

Saturday 14th March 2026 at St Michaels & All Angels Church, Church 

Road, Lilleshall, Newport, TF10 9HE.  

Time:- 10am till 2pm.  

£10 per table. If you would like a table, please contact us 

at lilleshallbells@hotmail.com On the day stall holders will be able to 

set up their table from 8am.  

 To St Michael’s Church - We wanted to   
express our deepest gratitude for your    
support and your  cheque for £411.88 
raised from the Concert of Remembrance 
and Lilleshall WI.  Also thank you for the      
collection of £44.10 in the Poppy pot  

                      located in church.  

mailto:lilleshallbells@hotmail.com
mailto:lilleshallbells@hotmail.com
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  Are you in need of another adult’s company and conversation? 
  Is your child in need of another child’s company and                

conversation? 

  If so, come along to St John’s Tiny Tots,  
St John’s Church in Muxton. 

  We meet Tuesday mornings 10am during term time and  
we extend a warm welcome to all children under school age  

and their parents or carers. Cost is from £3 per family                              
with up to 2 children (a small extra charge for additional         

children). 
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 Spring Messenger 

As winter starts to draw to a close and the days are    

getting noticeably longer we all start to search for 

signs of spring. One of the first spring flowers is the 

Lesser  Celandine. This little plant, often viewed as a weed, 

lights up our churchyards with bright, shiny, yellow stars set off 

beautifully by the surrounding dark green heart-shaped leaves. 

An old name for Lesser Celandine was ‘Spring Messenger’ and, 

like the Snowdrop, it can lift the spirits that spring is coming. 

Another old name is Pilewort, suggesting that this plant was 

used to treat haemorrhoids. Richard Maybey in his Flora          

Britannica considers this prescription to have been due to the 

Doctrine of Signatures, a belief that similar shaped plants could 

cure specific ills. In the case of Lesser Celandine it is the knobbly 

tubers that were thought to resemble piles!  

Lesser Celandine is a common plant which can spread fast and 

likes shady damp areas, but it is not fussy and can be found in 

grassland, at the base of walls or monuments, on banks, verges 

and along path edges and is always to be found within church-

yards, chapel yards and cemeteries. The cheerful yellow flowers 

can carpet the ground offering an important early nectar supply 

to emerging insects such as queen bumblebees, beetles and    

other pollinators. 

Although small, the Lesser Celandine has attracted the            

attention of the famous. Wordsworth wrote three poems about 

it and the naturalist Gilbert White of Selborne in Hampshire   

recorded when he saw his first Lesser Celandine each year, the 

average date being the 21st February. This date has been known 

as Celandine Day since 1795. Now, due to climate change, the 

flowers can be seen earlier in the year with some coming into 

bloom in late January.  

Enjoy the Lesser Celandine in February, its flowers and leaves 

both die back in late spring so please make a record of it using 

iNaturalist, as anyone looking at plants later in the year may 

not find any remaining traces of it so it can easily go            

unrecorded. Although a common plant it is an important one 

and one on which our early pollinators rely. 

All the best, Harriet 

Harriet Carty, Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor, harriet@cfga.org.uk, 

www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk  - individuals and groups in the diocese receive 

20% members discount on all CfGA materials. Use the discount code diomem22 
 

mailto:harriet@cfga.org.uk
http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk
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No matter how large or small 
your problem is, we can help. Our 
free, expert debt help will advise 
on the best route out of debt, and 
offer different types of support to 
help you become debt free.   

The first step is often the hardest, 
but it’s really worth it. Asking for 
help can be daunting, particularly 
for many people who have 
reached a crisis point before      
calling to book an appointment.  
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W I D E  R A N G E  O F  G A R D E N  P L A N T S  ·  H A R D Y  P L A N T S  
F O R  C O L D  C O N D I T I O N S  ·  H E D G I N G  P L A N T S  ·  

T R E E S  ·  G A R D E N I N G  A D V I C E  

LILYHURST HOUSE, LILYHURST, SHIFNAL, SHROPSHIRE, TF11 8RL   
01952 606 546  NURSERY@LILYHURST.CO.UK 

Monday's at St John's Church, Muxton 
9.30am and 5.30pm 

Andrea 07832459528   

tel:01952606546
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Tuesday 17th February 
Competition:  Influential women in your life 

 
 
 

Women behind        
Shakespeare’s success 

By Clare Smout 

Meetings are held in Lilleshall Memorial Hall 
At 7.30pm on the third Tuesday of the month 

LILLESHALL WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

Wednesday 4th February 
 
 
 

Saving Animals from Extinction (SAFE) 
By Tullis Matson 

MUXTON LADIES’ CLUB 

Meetings are held at St John’s Muxton  
at 7.45 pm on the first Wednesday of the month 
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What’s on at St John’s Church & Community Centre 
01952 670033 

Monday  Slimming World - 9.30am and 5.30pm  Occasional meetings 

Tuesday 
Tiny Tots - 10am 
Term Time only 

Knit & Natter 
2-4pm 

Rainbows, Brownies, 
Guides & Rangers 
Term Time Only 

Wednesday  

Bible & Breakfast 
10am (fortnightly) 

Aerobics over ‘50s’ 
10am  

Step in Line 
11.30am 

In Stitches 
3rd Wednesday    

2-4pm 

K & K Tuition 
5.30pm 

Community Choir  
5.15-6.30pm weekly 

‘A Novel Idea’  
Book club 

2nd Wednesday  
7.30pm 

Muxton Ladies 
1st Wednesday 

7.45pm 

Wrekin Textile Group 
 4th Wednesday 

7.30pm  

Thursday 
Truth to Tell 

10.30-11.30am 
(Monthly) 

 

Various housegroups 
throughout the day       
including Beacon - 

7.30pm   

Friday 
  

Lunchclub -12noon 
(over 50’s)        

1st Friday of most 
months 

Join us 4 a Cuppa! 
Monthly 11am-1pm 
(usually 3rd Friday) 

 

Saturday 
Tuition 

9am-12.15pm 
Available for Hire  

Sunday Church Services Limited Availability for Parties/Functions 

What’s on at St Michael’s Church, Lilleshall 

Tuesday Bell ringing - Weekly 7pm   

Wednesday 
The Coffee Lounge 

9.30am-4.30pm   
 Film Afternoon 
Monthly 1.30pm 

Choir Practice 
Weekly 7pm  

Thursday  
Worship, Lunch & Music 

1st Thursday of most months at 12noon and 
Weekly during Lent   

Sunday Church Services  
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Over a Century of local care and personal service in Shifnal, Albrighton       
and surrounding areas ~ distance is no object. 

Contact us for a friendly, reliable and efficient service. 

01952 460669 (24 Hours) 
28, Bradford Street, Shifnal. TF11 8AU 

www.johnwilliamsfuneralservice.com or email  info@johnwilliamsfunerals.com   

     A Member of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

http://www.johnwilliamsfuneralservice.com
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ST MICHAEL’S 

 Sidespersons   Coffee     

 9.30am           9.30am     

  1 Feb   John & Diane   Dave & Sue   

  8 Feb    Cedric   Sarah & Glyn   

15 Feb  Janet   Dave & June 

22 Feb  Fran & Finley   Prayer breakfast team 

   

 

   Brass Cleaning         Holy Dusters    Flowers   

    Feb  Volunteer Please        

  6 Feb               Fran  

14 Feb        Fran & Karen    

28 Feb        Dave & June     

         

             

 ST JOHN’S  

   Sidesperson   Coffee     Communion 

  

  1 Feb  Gio, Gad, GeGe   Diane & Sue F 

     & Gwen 

  8 Feb  Stan & Susan   Jane P & Lesley Pam & Jon 

15 Feb  Dom & Martie   Dom & Martie     

22 Feb  Gillian     Jan & Terry   Jan & Geoff  

 

 

  

ROTAS FOR FEBRUARY 

Church Office  

Monday  
9am - 3pm 
Tuesday  

9am - 12noon 
Friday  

9am - 3pm 
01952 670033 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

 

WEDDINGS 
 

We congratulate and pray for all newly married couples, that 

they may experience the presence of Christ holding them          

together in love and faithfulness, now and in the future.  

 
FUNERALS/INTERMENT OF ASHES 
. 

In their sadness, may those who have lost loved ones know the 

peace of Christ upholding them at this time.  We extend our 

sympathy and prayers to those who have recently been           

bereaved.  
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Vicar:      Vacancy    

Curate:      Ellie Cheetham-Wilksinson  

Ordained Local Minister: Jane Evans       291340 

Readers:     David Pierce       850231 

       Robyn Evans       291340 

       Heiko Capper       677780 

       Paula Capper       677780 

       Jon Rawson       605400 

Evangelism Minister: Jan Stackhouse       604775 

Church Administrator:  Lesley Trotman  St John’s Office      670033 

Baptism Coordinator: C/0     St John’s Office      670033 

Office e-mail address:                             admin@stjohnsmuxton.org.uk 

Web Site address:                                            www.stjohnsmuxton.org.uk 

ST MICHAEL’S, LILLESHALL 

Churchwarden:     Frances Taylor      604718 

Assistant Wardens:   John Morris and David Lawrence    

PCC Secretary:    Lesley Trotman       670033 

PCC Treasurer:    Cedric Ayres       606053 

Gift Aid:     Stuart Rutherford      604330 

Pastoral Coordinator:  Angie Vann       606008   

Organist:     Ann Jones                  07866 142096 

Bell Ringing Leader:  Louise Millward       via 670033 

Web Site address                                     www.stmichaelslilleshall.org.uk 

Office e-mail address                           admin@stmichaelslilleshall.org.uk 

ST JOHN’S, MUXTON 

Churchwarden:     Andrew Hambler      200351  

       Lesley Trotman St John’s Office      670033  

PCC Secretary:    Lesley Trotman St John’s Office      670033  

PCC Treasurer:    Simon Hartridge      670033 

Gift Aid:     Please ring Church Office    

Pastoral Coordinator:  Julie Shelley         07974 625977 

Music Leader:    Nigel West             C/O 670033 

CHURCH & VILLAGE HALLS 

The James Memorial Hall, Lilleshall:   

Manager (Hall Hire):                 Chris Bird 01952 929852 or 07776156575 

Caretaker:              Paul Davies 01952 273480 or 07896488958  

St John’s Church, Muxton: Administrator & Building Manager  670033 

WHO’S WHO 



Why not have your family celebration here? 

Weddings our Speciality 

• Seating for 180 
• Comfortable surroundings 
• Licensed bar 
• Adequate parking 
• Exhibition facilities 
• Call Chris Bird on 01952 929852 or 
   07776 156575 

For activities - see notice board 

LILLESHALL MEMORIAL HALL 
“A village hall in a truly rural setting” 

    

 

Barclays Chambers Chiropody Practice 

Miss Clare J. Pitchford  B.Sc., M.Ch., D.Pod.M. 

Chiropodist / Podiatrist 

HPC No. CH10403 

 2/3 Barclays Bank Chambers 
  Newport 

Shropshire 
TF10 7AU 

OWENS MEMORIALS 

Traditional    Modern    Individual 
For Cemetery and Churchyard 

Covering all districts 

Tel: 07831 468510 or 01630 654135 

For help and advice 
21 Queen Street, Market Drayton, Shropshire 

LILLESHALL RELIEF IN NEED CHARITY 

(Registered Charity No. 216246) 

The Lilleshall Relief in Need Charity is able to give small grants to people 
who live in the ecclesiastical parishes of Lilleshall, Muxton and 
Donnington who are encountering financial difficulties.  It usually makes 
modest one-off payments to help with specific expenses or arrears.  
Applicants need to complete an application form which includes details of 
income & expenditure.  All information is treated with the strictest of 
confidence.  If you think Relief in Need can help you please contact St 

office@owensmemorials.co.uk 

www.owensmemorials.co.uk 

Tel:  01952 820352 (surgery) 
 01952 811321 (evenings) 

www.barclayspodiatry.co.uk 


