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 J.R. Williams 
Funeral Director Ltd 

 
 

Waters Upton        Towers Lawn 
Telford                            Cheshire Street 
Shropshire     Market Drayton                          
01950 541423                            TF9 3AA 

01630 654490 

Incorporating 

Graham Talbot & Son 
Funeral Directors (Newport)  

01952 811140 

  Wrekin Creative 

Textiles Group 
at St John’s Church 

We meet 7.45pm on the 4th 

Wednesday of the month 

(except December) 

‘Christmas Worksop’ 
26th November 

For details contact  
wrekinsecretary@gmail.com 

24Service 

                         

Debt hasn’t stopped because of Coronavirus - and neither have we. 
 
The long term effect of Covid and the cost of living crisis has increased the 
number of people struggling with money. 
 
If you are in debt and need support, we are here for you. 
 
Our CAP Debt Centre here in Telford continues to provide a life-transforming 
service. 
 
Contact us NOW...we are here for YOU! 
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Snippet from Bishop Michael’s welcome of the new Archbishop of 
Canterbury.. 

His Majesty The King approved the nomination of the Bishop of London, the Rt 
Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally, as the next Archbishop of Canterbury. 

The 106th Archbishop of Canterbury since Saint Augustine arrived in Kent 
from Rome in 597, Bishop Sarah will be the first woman to hold the office. 
She will be installed in a service at Canterbury Cathedral on 25th March 
2026. 

Sarah Mullally has been the Bishop of London since 2018, the first woman to 
hold that role, and previously served as the Bishop of Crediton in the Diocese 
of Exeter. Prior to her ordination in 2001, she was the Government’s Chief 
Nursing Officer for England – the youngest person ever to be appointed to 
that role at the age of 37 – having previously specialised as a cancer nurse. 
Bishop Sarah has described nursing as "an opportunity to reflect the love of 
God". 

The Crown Nominations Commission (CNC) for Canterbury nominated Bishop 
Sarah following a process of public consultation and prayerful discernment.  

The most senior bishop in the Church of England, the Archbishop of Canter-
bury’s ministry combines many roles including serving as the Diocesan Bishop 
of the Diocese of Canterbury, Primate of All England and Metropolitan, as well 
as primus inter pares – or first among equals – of the Primates of the global 
Anglican Communion, which consists of around 85 million people, across 165 
countries. In the House of Lords, the Archbishop of Canterbury is one of 26 
bishops who comprise the Lords Spiritual. 

Bishop Sarah said:  

“As I respond to the call of Christ to this new ministry, I do so in the same 
spirit of service to God and to others that has motivated me since I first 
came to faith as a teenager.  

“At every stage of that journey, through my nursing career and Christian   
ministry, I have learned to listen deeply - to people and to God’s gentle 
prompting - to seek to bring people together to find hope and healing.  

“I want, very simply, to encourage the Church to continue to grow in            
confidence in the Gospel, to speak of the love that we find in Jesus Christ and 
for it to shape our actions.  

“And I look forward to sharing this journey of faith with the millions of     
people serving God and their communities in parishes all over the country and 
across the global Anglican Communion. 

 “I know this is a huge responsibility, but I approach it with a sense of peace 
and trust in God to carry me as He always has.” 

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT 
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ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS’, LILLESHALL 

SERVICES IN NOVEMBER 

 

  

Prayer Ministry available after the service 

9.30am 
Time unless  

otherwise stated 

2nd  Holy Communion 

6th 12noon Worship, Lunch & Music  

9th  10.45am Remembrance Service 

16th Holy Communion 

23rd Morning Worship 

30th Holy Communion 

PRAYER CHAIN:  If you have any prayer requests please contact           
St Michael’s coordinator Janet by 

Email: janetmarshall902@gmail.com  or 07740899513. 

mailto:janetmarshall902@gmail.com
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St John’s , Muxton  

Services in NOVEMBER 

 
 

11.00am  
(unless otherwise indicated) 

2nd Morning Worship  

9th  
9.30am Holy Communion 
11am Act of Remembrance  
at Muxton War Memorial 

16th Morning Worship  

23rd 9am Prayers with breakfast 
11am Holy Communion 

30th Morning Worship - Advent Sunday 

  Our services are mostly livestreamed over YouTube…St John’s Muxton 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB6N81vubkdzSYD7rCPFw5Q  

Please join us before the Sunday service at 10.15am for prayer.  
Prayer Ministry is also available after the service. 

PRAYER CHAIN: 
St John’s If you have any prayer requests please either text (preferable) 
Lisa 07739 522280 or Email:  west.familywest@btinternet.com 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB6N81vubkdzSYD7rCPFw5Q
mailto:west.familywest@btinternet.com
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ST JOHN’S CHURCH 

COUNT ME IN 
Welcoming adults with  
learning disabilities 
 

3pm - 4.30pm  
Sunday 2nd November 
at St John’s Church, Saltwells Drive, Muxton, TF2 8RJ 
 
CRAFT  BIBLE STORIES  MUSIC  REFRESHMENTS 

 
A service for adults with learning disabilities and 

their carers.  Learn about God’s love through 

crafts, interactive bible stories, music and prayers.  

There will be refreshments and also space for    

carers to relax and be cared for.  St John’s is a 

wheelchair accessible venue. 

 
FREE EVENT - BOOKING ESSENTIAL 
 
For more details and booking contact St John’s Church    
Office on 01952 670033 or admin@stjohnsmuxton.org.uk 



 
8 



 
9 

Light and Truth  

Much as Iõd prefer not to think about Christmas presents and cards until the 
week before Christmas, the reality is that as soon as Bonfire Night and         
Remembrance Sunday are over, I must procrastinate no longer! Poor Advent. 
Itõs lost in the mists of time, its season of spiritual preparation for Christmas 
overtaken by ever exotic Advent Calendars, their numbered windows       
promising expensive ôtreatsõ to help us to get through the stress of Christmas 
preparations. Iõve even seen a cheese-a-day Advent calendar. Seriously, who 
thought of that one? 

Instead of moaning about the commercialism of Christmas, here at Lichfield 
Cathedral we do all we can to keep the Sundays of Advent special, beginning 
with the hauntingly beautiful Advent Carol Service. But then we go ôfull blingõ 
with the Christmas Light Show and the Christmas Tree Festival. Theyõre ever 
popular, a seasonal ômustõ in many peopleõs diaries. And at the heart of both, 
is a search for the light in the midst of the darkness. Physical light in the long 
nights of winter. And spiritual light in a world which feels chaotic and dark. 

One of my favourite worship songs is ôChrist be our Lightõ by the Roman   
Catholic songwriter Bernadette Farrell. Itõs beautiful. If you donõt know it and 
have access to the internet, do search for it. Youõll soon be singing along to 
its gentle tune and meaningful lyrics. 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

This is why, I think, so many people turn to the Church at Christmas, on the 
shortest days of the year. Our ancestors prayed that the sun would return. 
We search for the Son ð the one who is the Light of the World. Even those 
who donõt yet know him for themselves. But light and truth are in short     
supply at the moment ð and in the Church we know both. 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
making your kingdom come. 

So many people are lonely at Christmas. So many are searching for some-
where to belong. As Christians we belong to one big family, made brothers 
and sisters through our baptism. Who might we ôserveõ this Christmas by 
simply inviting them to ôcome and seeõ? Invite them to a carol service, or a 
social event at church, or bring them to their cathedral to see the Christmas 
Trees or Christmas Light Show. You might make someoneõs Christmas, and it 
might be for them the first step to joining the church and finding faith. The 
worst that can happen is that they say no, so whatõs to lose? 

A blessed Advent from us all at Lichfield Cathedral. Your Cathedral. 

The Rt Revd Jan McFarlane, Dean of Lichfield 
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St Michaelôs Church, Lilleshall at 12noon 

WORSHIP 

LUNCH 

  and 
MUSIC 

At St Michael’s Church, Lilleshall there is a service of Holy Communion 
at noon followed by lunch and a short recital on the first Thursday  

of each month and weekly during Lent.  There is no cost for lunch, but a 
donation is invited.  

 

Join us in November on the... 
6th - Christine Hollis (Soprano) 

Look forward to chatting with  you at ... 

 

 

  
meet in November on...  

Friday 7th at 12noon 
 2 Courses -  £5  
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www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/be-part-of-it/give/gift-catalogue 
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  Are you in need of another adult’s company and conversation? 
  Is your child in need of another child’s company and                

conversation? 

  If so, come along to St John’s Tiny Tots,  
St John’s Church in Muxton. 

  We meet Tuesday mornings 10am during term time and  
we extend a warm welcome to all children under school age  

and their parents or carers. Cost is from £3 per family                              
with up to 2 children (a small extra charge for additional         

children). 
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Peaceful Chapel of Rest 
in Central Newport 

 

Symon Tranter 
Dip.FD. Dip FSM. MBIE.   

 
 

130-130A HIGH STREET 
NEWPORT 

SHROPSHIRE, TF10 7BH 
 

TELEPHONE: 01952 820292 
 

 

  GOLDEN CHARTER 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
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Overwintering reptiles and amphibians 

Churchyards, chapel yards and cemeteries are great places to find 
both amphibians and reptiles. These two groups include frogs, 
toads, newts, lizards and snakes. The first three can come as a    
surprise as burial grounds rarely have ponds in them but actually, 

frogs, toads and newts all spend much of their time on land and really use 
ponds mainly for breeding and laying spawn. Amphibians (frogs, toads and 
newts) and reptiles (lizards and snakes) all hibernate, except for some            
individuals in particularly mild winters, and whilst some amphibians may over-
winter within ponds, most find a suitable spot on land. 

Both amphibians and reptiles need to overwinter in places that are frost-free 
and unlikely to flood. They need to be protected from predators and from    
disturbance. This might be within the soil, perhaps using a crack caused by 
grave subsidence or beneath tree roots, under stones and grave kerbs, inside 
a chest tomb with a suitable hole or wide crack to clamber in, between the 
stones of a wall, under a pile of leaves or in a pile of deadwood. Woodland 
soil, with shade and leaves can be particularly good. 

One of the differences between amphibians and reptiles is in their skin.      
Amphibians have smooth skin which can look velvety or have a bumpy, warty    
texture. Their skin is permeable which means they can dry out. When on land, 
they need to keep moist, so will overwinter in a damp and shady spot, often 
under leaves or deadwood. Reptiles have scales and impermeable skin so 
donõt need a damp spot and may use compost heaps as well as cracks in walls 
and monuments. Amphibian skin can also pick up chemicals easily, herbicides, 
pesticides and fertilizers can be fatal, again making burial grounds, with their 
lack of chemicals, particularly suitable. N.B. you may see coloured frogs that 
have picked up the colour of the soil where they overwinter, these can be 
quite brightly coloured red, orange or yellow. 

Try to imagine that you are an amphibian or reptile and take a good look 
around your local churchyard or cemetery and youõll probably see that its full 
of good spots to hibernate. You can increase these however. How about    
making a dead hedge or pile of deadwood in a shady spot? Do you have a 
compost heap? Try not to empty it after the end of October in case its in use 
for overwintering. Tussocks of coarse grass and grassland plants like hog-
weed, particularly when next to a wall are favoured by slow worms, probably 
the most common reptile found in burial grounds. Shrubs and scrub often    
offer suitable nooks and crannies at their base. 

By November its likely that amphibians and reptiles will be tucked safely away, 
although the timing does depend on the temperature in a particular year, but 
itõs nice to know that they might be there awaiting the warmer weather of 
spring. 

Harriet Carty, Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor, harriet@cfga.org.uk, 

www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk  - individuals and groups in the diocese receive 20% 
members discount on all CfGA materials. Use the discount code diomem22 

mailto:harriet@cfga.org.uk
http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk
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Are you getting ready for Shoebox Season? 

National Collection Week is 10-17 November 

Find further info on samaritans-purse.org.uk/occ 

St Johnõs Church, Muxton is a drop off point during this 

week.. 

Drop off week beginning 10th November - Monday, Tuesday 

and Friday between 9am-12noon or other times by prior          

arrangement. 01952 670033 

Thank you so much St John’s for giving £831.72 by 
card. Because of you, more people like Mary around 
the world can receive Tearfund’s life-changing 
training through their local church. They can       

believe in a better life for themselves, their families and their communities – 
a life free from extreme poverty. And with your donation, they can gain the 
skills they need to make it happen.                                       www.tearfund.org  

Thank you so St John’s for your recent donation to       
Mission Africa, which we have received. Your prayerful 
and financial support for the work of Mission Africa is 
very much appreciated and vital to our work. £564.77  

Thank you St Michael’s for your gift of £200.00. 
Your church’s generosity is providing hope for     
people around the world, equipping the local church 
to show God’s love in places of great need.              

www.tearfund.org  

Thank you so much St Michael’s for your recent gracious gift 
of £200 to CARE.  We really appreciate and need your     
support for our ongoing work.                    www.care.org.uk  

Thank you so much for your support, prayers and generosity this 
Christian Aid Week.  Together, the community of  St John’s has 
raised £95.10 to help families around the world. www. caid.org.uk 

http://www.tearfund.org/
http://www.tearfund.org/
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W I D E  R A N G E  O F  G A R D E N  P L A N T S  ·  H A R D Y  P L A N T S  
F O R  C O L D  C O N D I T I O N S  ·  H E D G I N G  P L A N T S  ·  

T R E E S  ·  G A R D E N I N G  A D V I C E  

LILYHURST HOUSE, LILYHURST, SHIFNAL, SHROPSHIRE, TF11 8RL   
01952 606 546  NURSERY@LILYHURST.CO.UK 

Monday's at St John's Church, Muxton 
9.30am and 5.30pm 
Andrea 07832459528   

tel:01952606546
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Wednesday 8th November 
 
 

 Bah Humbug  
 By Dean Nixon & Norma Shaw  

MUXTON LADIES’ CLUB 

Meetings are held at St Johnôs Muxton  
at 7.45 pm on the first Wednesday of the month 

 

Tuesday 18th November 
Competition: Chocolate Surprise 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chocolate Lady 
By Ann Smith 

Meetings are held in Lilleshall Memorial Hall 
At 7.30pm on the third Tuesday of the month 

LILLESHALL WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
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Whatôs on at St Johnôs Church & Community Centre 
01952 670033 

Monday  Slimming World - 9.30am and 5.30pm  Occasional meetings 

Tuesday Tiny Tots - 10am 
Term Time only 

Knit & Natter 
2-4pm 

Rainbows, Brownies, 
Guides & Rangers 
Term Time Only 

Wednesday  Bible & Breakfast 
10am (fortnightly) 

Aerobics over ó50sô 
10am  

Step in Line 
11.30am 

In Stitches 
3rd Wednesday    

2-4pm 

K & K Tuition 
5.30pm 

Community Choir  
5.15-6.30pm weekly 

óA Novel Ideaô  
Book club 

2nd Wednesday  
7.30pm 

Muxton Ladies 
1st Wednesday 

7.45pm 

Wrekin Textile Group 
 4th Wednesday 

7.30pm  

Thursday Forget me Not Film 
(Monthly) -       

from 9.30am 

Various housegroups 
throughout the day       
including Beacon - 

7.30pm   

Truth to Tell 
10.30-11.30am 

(Monthly) 

Friday 
  

Lunchclub -12noon 
(over 50ôs)        

1st Friday of most 
months 

Join us 4 a Cuppa! 
Monthly 11am-1pm 
(usually 3rd Friday) 

 

Saturday Tuition 
9am-12.15pm 

Available for Hire  

Sunday Church Services Limited Availability for Parties/Functions 

Whatôs on at St Michaelôs Church, Lilleshall 

Tuesday Bell ringing - Weekly 7pm   

Wednesday The Coffee Lounge 
9.30am-4.30pm   

 Film Afternoon 
Monthly 1.30pm 

Choir Practice 
Weekly 7pm  

Thursday  Worship, Lunch & Music 
1st Thursday of most months at 12noon and 

Weekly during Lent   

Sunday Church Services  
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hǾŜǊ ŀ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ {ƘƛŦƴŀƭΣ !ƭōǊƛƎƘǘƻƴ       
ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎ Ϥ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻōƧŜŎǘΦ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 

лмфрн пслссф όнп IƻǳǊǎύ 
нуΣ .ǊŀŘŦƻǊŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ {ƘƛŦƴŀƭΦ ¢Cмм у!¦ 

ǿǿǿΦƧƻƘƴǿƛƭƭƛŀƳǎŦǳƴŜǊŀƭǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ  ƛƴŦƻϪƧƻƘƴǿƛƭƭƛŀƳǎŦǳƴŜǊŀƭǎΦŎƻƳ   

     ! aŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ CǳƴŜǊŀƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ 

http://www.johnwilliamsfuneralservice.com
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ROTAS FOR NOVEMBER 

ST MICHAELôS 
 Sidespersons        Coffee     

 9.30am          9.30am     

  2 Nov  John & Diane   Dave & Sue  
  9 Nov Uniformed groups   Katie & Lynne U 
16 Nov Cedric   Philippa & Dee 
23 Nov Fran & Finley   Glyn & Sarah 
30 Nov Janet   Dave & June 
 
 Brass Cleaning              Holy Dusters  Flowers   

     Nov Volunteer   
  1 Nov        June 
  8 Nov    Dave & Sue         
15 Nov       Fran    
22 Nov    Geoff & Sue        
29 Nov       Julia     
        
             

 ST JOHNôS  

 Sidesperson  Coffee  Communion   

  2 Nov   Pete & Julie  Mel & Susan A 
  9 Nov Chris K Lesley & Sarah E Wendy & Geoff 
16 Nov Steve & Heather Steve & Heather  
23 Nov John & Wendy Chris K & Chris R  
30 Nov Dave & Sue Dave & Sue 
 

 

  

Church Office  

Monday  
9am - 3pm 
Tuesday  

9am - 12noon 
Friday  

9am - 3pm 
01952 670033 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

 

In their sadness, may those who have lost loved ones know the peace of Christ 
upholding them at this time.  We extend our sympathy and prayers to those who 

have recently been bereaved. 
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Vicar:  Vacancy    
Curate:  Vacancy 
Ordained Local Minister: Jane Evans      291340 
Readers:  David Pierce      850231 
  Robyn Evans      291340 
  Heiko Capper      677780 
  Paula Capper      677780 
  Jon Rawson      605400 
Evangelism Minister: Jan Stackhouse      604775 
Church Administrator:  Lesley Trotman St Johnôs Office      670033 
Baptism Coordinator: C/0  St Johnôs Office      670033 
Office e-mail address:                       admin@stjohnsmuxton.org.uk 
Web Site address:                                            www.stjohnsmuxton.org.uk 

ST MICHAELôS, LILLESHALL 
Churchwarden:   Frances Taylor       604718 
Assistant Wardens: John Morris and David Lawrence    
PCC Secretary: Lesley Trotman        670033 
PCC Treasurer: Cedric Ayres       606053 
Gift Aid:  Stuart Rutherford       604330 
Pastoral Coordinator: Angie Vann       606008   
Organist:  Ann Jones               07866 142096 
Bell Ringing Leader:  Louise Millward        via 670033 
Web Site address                                     www.stmichaelslilleshall.org.uk 
Office e-mail address                           admin@stmichaelslilleshall.org.uk 

ST JOHNôS, MUXTON 
Churchwarden:   Andrew Hambler      200351  
  Lesley Trotman St Johnôs Office      670033  
PCC Secretary: Lesley Trotman St Johnôs Office      670033  
PCC Treasurer: Simon Hartridge      670033 
Gift Aid:  Please ring Church Office    
Pastoral Coordinator: Julie Shelley     07974 625977 
Music Leader: Nigel West      C/O 670033 

CHURCH & VILLAGE HALLS 
The James Memorial Hall, Lilleshall:   
Manager (Hall Hire):               Chris Bird 01952 929852 or 07776156575 
Caretaker:          Paul Davies 01952 273480 or 07896488958  

St Johnôs Church, Muxton: Administrator & Building Manager  670033 

WHO’S WHO 



Why not have your family celebration here? 

Weddings our Speciality 

¶ Seating for 180 
¶ Comfortable surroundings 
¶ Licensed bar 
¶ Adequate parking 
¶ Exhibition facilities 
¶ Call Chris Bird on 01952 929852 or 
   07776 156575 

For activities - see notice board 

LILLESHALL MEMORIAL HALL 
ñA village hall in a truly rural settingò 
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  .Å×ÐÏÒÔ 
3ÈÒÏÐÓÈÉÒÅ 
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OWENS MEMORIALS 

Traditional    Modern    Individual 
For Cemetery and Churchyard 
Covering all districts 

Tel: 07831 468510 or 01630 654135 

For help and advice 
21 Queen Street, Market Drayton, Shropshire 

LILLESHALL RELIEF IN NEED CHARITY 

(Registered Charity No. 216246) 

The Lilleshall Relief in Need Charity is able to give small grants to people who 
live in the ecclesiastical parishes of Lilleshall, Muxton and Donnington who are 
encountering financial difficulties.  It usually makes modest one-off payments 
to help with specific expenses or arrears.  Applicants need to complete an 
application form which includes details of income & expenditure.  All 
information is treated with the strictest of confidence.  If you think Relief in 
Need can help you please contact St John’s Church Office 670033. 

office@owensmemorials.co.uk 

www.owensmemorials.co.uk 

4ÅÌȡ  πρωυς ψςπσυς ɉÓÕÒÇÅÒÙɊ 
 πρωυς ψρρσςρ ɉÅÖÅÎÉÎÇÓɊ 

×××ȢÂÁÒÃÌÁÙÓÐÏÄÉÁÔÒÙȢÃÏȢÕË 


