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 J.R. Williams 
Funeral Director Ltd 

 
 

Waters Upton        Towers Lawn 
Telford                            Cheshire Street 
Shropshire     Market Drayton                          
01950 541423                            TF9 3AA 

01630 654490 

Incorporating 

Graham Talbot & Son 
Funeral Directors (Newport)  

01952 811140 

Wrekin Creative 

Textiles Group 
at St John’s Church 

We meet 7.45pm on the 4th 

Wednesday of the month 
(except December) 

27th March 2024 

Easter Workshop 

with Sue Brown 
For details contact  

wrekinsecretary@gmail.com 

24Service 

                         

Debt hasn’t stopped because of Coronavirus - and neither have we. 
 
The long term effect of Covid and the cost of living crisis has increased the 
number of people struggling with money. 
 
If you are in debt and need support, we are here for you. 
 
Our CAP Debt Centre here in Telford continues to provide a life-transforming 
service. 
 
Contact us NOW...we are here for YOU! 
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Stand up and be counted 
So often diocesan synods are perceived as boring, dry and bureaucratic. This should not be 
the case! Rather they should exist to serve the mission of the wider Church, to make        
strategic decisions, and to encourage the growth of mission and ministry in our diocese. So, 
are you passionate about these things and want to play a more active role in embedding our 
vision and strategy in the life of all our churches and communities? Then please read on… 
What is Diocesan Synod? 
Diocesan Synod is our primary elected, representative body and brings people together 
across the Church of England in Staffordshire, north Shropshire and the Black Country. It 
holds the diocesan vision, drives mission, sets strategy, elects and appoints a range of         
positions on boards and committees and shapes priorities. 
It may respond to questions put to it by the General Synod and is an advisory and deliberative 
body. It considers the important topics facing our diverse and unique diocese and the wider 
Church. It is a statutory institution which serves not only our diocese but influences and 
helps to direct the national church on matters of church, public and government policy. It al-
so includes some mandatory governance items such as approval of the budget and the annual 
accounts. The membership consists of three houses: the House of Bishops; the House of Cler-
gy; and the House of Laity. 
The current three-year term is due to end on 31 July. The next synod members will be elect-
ed in the summer of 2024 and serve a term of three years. Meetings are held in March, June 
and November. 
Themes for the next three years will include embedding our diocesan vision and strategy,   
taking forward the Growing Faith initiative in relation to schools and families; a continuing   
focus on growth in numbers and depth of discipleship, including new Christians, and new    
worshipping communities; actively engaging with our local communities, determination to    
continue to focus on safeguarding, diversity, racial justice and the environment. 
What skills and qualities do representatives need? 
• : Do you have a vision for a flourishing Church and a passion to work with others to 
share your Christian faith and deepen the discipleship of those around you? 
• : Are you ready to seek God’s will through prayer and reflection, with a heart for 
growth, mission and engagement across boundaries? 
• : Are you open to trying new approaches while learning from others, embracing 
change and the bigger picture and to sharing inspiring feedback with your deanery, PCC and 
wider church family? 
• : Members of Synod are encouraged to speak and challenge confidently, enabling 
change whilst leading and encouraging others. 
• : Do you have a listening ear? Are you receptive and open-minded and 
have the ability to share your passion? 
Can I encourage everyone reading this who is on the electoral roll of your church, is over 16 
years of age and an actual communicant to prayerfully consider whether this is something God 
is calling you to do? 
Julie Jones is the Diocesan Secretary/Chief Executive Officer for the Diocese of Lichfield 
and can be contacted at julie.jones@lichfield.anglican.org or on 01543 306291.  
More can be read at lichfield.anglican.org/diocesan-synods/  

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT 
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  9.30am 
Time unless  

otherwise stated 

3 March 
9.30am Holy Communion 

4pm Memorial Service 

10 Mar 
Mothering Sunday Morning Worship  

17 Mar Holy Communion 

24 Mar 
Palm Sunday Morning Worship  

Thursdays 7th, 14th 
& 21st March 12noon Worship, Lunch & Music  

31 Mar 
Easter Sunday 

06.45 Sunrise service on Lilleshall Hill 
(meet at St Michael’s 6.30am) 

9.30am Holy Communion 

29th March 
Good Friday 6.30pm Reflection 

28th March 
Maundy Thursday 

10am Chrism Service at Lichfield 
Cathedral 

25th, 26th & 27th 9am Holy Week Reflection 

ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS’, 
LILLESHALL 

SERVICES IN MARCH  
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St John’s , Muxton - Services in MARCH  

The Evangelism/Sub Group committee are meeting next on  
Tuesday 11th March @ 7. 30pm 

EVANGELISM TEAM  

11.00am  
(unless otherwise indicated) 

Our services are also livestreamed over YouTube…St John’s Muxton 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB6N81vubkdzSYD7rCPFw5Q  

3 Mar Morning Worship 

10 Mar 
Mothering Sunday 

Holy Communion 

17 Mar Morning Worship 

24 Mar 
Palm Sunday Holy Communion  

28 Mar 
Maundy Thursday 

6.30pm A Supper like no other 

29 Mar 
Good Friday Good Friday Reflection 

31 Mar  
Easter Sunday 

06.45 Sunrise service on Lilleshall Hill 
(meet at St Michael’s 6.30am) 

11am Holy Communion 
3.30pm Songs of Praise (Muxton style) 
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Stafford Park hub is open between 10am - 4pm Mon to Fri.    
See their website for a list of food and non food items needed. 

Telford Crisis Support 
Suite 1c 

Radford House 
Stafford Park 7 

Telford     
TF3 3BQ  Tel: 01952 586646 

E: admin@telfordcrisissupport.org.uk   
W: www.telfordcrisissupport.org.uk 

 

 

 

...meets in March on...  

Friday 1st at 12noon 
      at a cost of £5 

(2courses) 
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Calling all walkers! We meet at St John's 10am on 
Wednesdays for a gentle, local walk of around an hour.  All 
are welcome.  Please contact 670033 for further information.  

  Are you in need of another adult’s company and conversation? 
  Is your child in need of another child’s company and conversation? 

  If so, come along to St John’s Tiny Tots, St John’s Church in Muxton. 

  We meet Tuesday mornings 10am during term time and  
we extend a warm welcome to all children under school age  

and their parents or carers. Cost is from £3 per family                              
with up to 2 children (a small extra charge for additional children). 
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St Michael’s Church, Lilleshall at 12noon 

WORSHIP 

LUNCH 

  and 
MUSIC 

At St Michael’s Church, Lilleshall there is a service of Holy Communion  
at noon followed by a lunch and a short recital on the first Thursday  

of each month and weekly during Lent.   
Our Worship Lunch and Music in March continues on  

7th, 14th and 21st  

 There is no cost for lunch, but a donation is invited. 

The Knit & Natter group meet at St John’s Church on Tuesdays 2pm-4pm.  
We not only do our crafts, including quilting, felting, knitting, crochet etc plus 
our special quality of ‘chatting’.  We have made scarves, hats/gloves,          
premature baby clothes for PRH.  Blankets for Dementia patients and care 
home residents. 

 

You are welcome to join us 

Call for more info 07948 094272 or can  

leave a message at the church office 01952 670033. 



 
11 

The Lenten Journey 

‘Following Christ in the footsteps of St Chad’ 
March begins with the celebration of the lives of two saints; on 1st March we have St 
David, (or Dewi Sant) C6th Bishop of Wales and on 2nd March we have St Chad, C7th 
first Bishop of Lichfield and our patron. These days punctuate Lent, giving us an oppor-
tunity to pause and reflect on how the holy people of old patterned their lives on that 
of Christ. We might consider how we may learn from their ancient wisdom at this point 
on our Lenten journey. It’s a journey which has a distinctive shape, beginning with a 
purposeful focus on discipline, fasting and intentional holiness; it moves inexorably to-
ward the intensity of its conclusion in Palm Sunday, Holy Week and the Cross. 
Yet during these middle weeks of Lent we find ourselves with Jesus in the wilderness, a 
place of desolation and abandonment; yet paradoxically, it’s potentially a time of great 
spiritual growth, if we dare to withdraw, to enter deeply into a time of self-examination 
and keep company with Jesus. We are invited to dwell, abide, to wait, to ‘tarry’, to slow 
down in our journey. We can learn much from the Celtic saints who lived the monastic 
life for whom these practices were embedded in their ‘Rule of Life’. 
Earlier this year, I chose Jeremiah 6:16 as a guiding verse: “Thus says the Lord: Stand at 
the crossroads and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way lies; and 
walk in it, and find rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’” It seems to 
me that Lent is indeed a good time to pause at the crossroads and look to those an-
cient paths and perhaps heed the prophet’s words to take them? 
One of the distinctive characteristics of both these saints, Dewi and Chad, is that they 
were encouragers of others in their mission. As founders of monasteries, they built 
communities of learning; but they also lived lives of discovery and adventure, spreading 
the Christian message and gathering disciples as they went. They recognised the wis-
dom of taking time out to rest, pray and study. We owe them, and so many others, 
much gratitude for their legacy of Christian practice. 
In our Chad Foundations programme we have sought to embed some of these princi-
ples and practices in preparation for public ministry. The Chad programme allows those 
taking the first steps into ministry to explore what it feels like to be part of a learning 
community, albeit mostly online, in the virtual world of Moodle; yet we also take time 
out to pray, eat, study and enter into retreat together on our gathered days. We travel 
as companions together in small groups. Chad aims to be a journey of adventure and 
discovery, of exploring ministry and mission, where we can examine that vocational 
question, ‘What is it Lord, that you have called me to do?’. As we each continue on our 
individual Lenten journeys, I wonder if that question is one that saints like Chad and 
Dewi might help us answer? 

Clare Whitney - Lay Ministerial Learning and Development Officer 
clare.whitney@lichfield.anglican.org  

For information about the Chad Foundations Programme see the webpage:                 
lichfield.anglican.org/chad-foundations. 
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 The Storm Cock sings in March    
March is a great month to search for and listen to mistle 
thrushes. They start to breed in February and by March 
can be heard proclaiming from the tops of tall trees. Un-
like other thrushes such as song thrush or blackbird, mis-
tle thrushes are know for singing during stormy weather, 

hence the name storm cock. They are also called Throstles, an old word for 
thrush. By perching high to sing, they amplify their already loud song which 
can be heard up to 2km away.   Compared to other thrushes the mistle thrush-
es song is more   monotonous and piercing but still a joyful sound to hear and 
a herald of spring. You can identify the three thrushes by their song and once 
you have learned the  difference they are quite easy to separate. Have a listen 
on the RSPB website as a starting point. 

Mistle thrushes favour parkland conditions with big trees and grassland, where 
they feed on a wide variety of invertebrates. Churchyards and cemeteries can 
be perfect for them having mature soils full of invertebrates, few or no         
pesticides and mature trees for perching and nesting. Many burial grounds 
contain evergreen trees which were planted during the nineteenth century, 
these are now mature and offer excellent habitat for thrushes as well as other 
birds and animals. 

Mistle thrushes are currently in decline in the UK and churchyards and       
cemeteries may be important strongholds for them. We would love to know 
how many churchyards have mistle thrushes breeding in them, and if you hear 
one singing, this will be a male who is proclaiming his territory so a good        
indicator of breeding. Please let Caring for God’s Acre know by making a       
record on iNaturalist, you can do this by   recording the song or taking a pho-
to of the bird. Alternatively you can email  wildlife@cfga.org.uk.  

All the best, Harriet   

Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor,  
harriet@cfga.org.uk, 

www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk  - individuals and groups in the diocese receive 
20%      members discount on all CfGA materials.  
Use the discount code diomem22 
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Peaceful Chapel of Rest 
in Central Newport 

 

Symon Tranter 
Dip.FD. Dip FSM. MBIE.   

 
 

130-130A HIGH STREET 
NEWPORT 

SHROPSHIRE, TF10 7BH 
 

TELEPHONE: 01952 820292 
 

GOLDEN CHARTER 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

Look forward to chatting with  you at ... 
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The Churches of  
Lilleshall and Muxton Magazine 

 
 

Thank you all very much for your custom and a 
special thank you to all our  volunteers who deliver your monthly church mag-

azine, whatever the weather.   

The £5 annual fee is now due. 

Thank you to all who have already paid their fees.  We  are collecting in the 
usual way, you can either hand to the person who delivers your magazine or if 
you are passing St John’s Church or St Michael’s you can either post through 
the letter box or inside for the attention of Lesley with your name.  If you 
are unable to do this please contact the church office and we can arrange 

collection.  
Thank you once again 

The churches of St John’s, Muxton and St Michael’s Lilleshall 
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A massive thank you for your donation of £50.00 – you hero!  
Together, thanks to your generosity, we're creating a         
society built for all children.      www.childrenssociety.org.uk 

A BIG THANK YOU to Telford & Wrekin Council and a special 
thank you to parish councillor Jenny Urey for a grant from the 
Councillors Pride Fund. The grant is to enable the church to buy 
some much needed replacement items, including a new cooker, 

that will      benefit the congregation and the numerous community groups 
that use the building throughout the week.  

St John’s kind donation to Embrace the Middle East has been 
safely received. Thank you so much! Your generosity and         
compassion will touch the lives of people in great need, providing 
practical support that will ease suffering and bring hope. £100 

Your £50 gift today is so important to the future of   
Premier and more gifts like this will enable us to Extend 
the Hope to people who desperately need to hear it.   

We can achieve so much more when we come together.  Thank 
you to everyone at St John’s and the community for raising 
£16.34  in the collection box making every penny count to drive 
our crucial work.                                         Alzheimers.org.uk 
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What’s on at St John’s Church & Community Centre 
01952 670033 

Monday  Slimming World - 2 x sessions    

Tuesday Tiny Tots - 10am 
Term Time only 

Knit & Natter 
2-4pm 

Rainbows, Brownies, 
Guides & Rangers 
Term Time Only 

Wednesday  Aerobics over ‘50s’ 
11am  

In Stitches 
3rd Wednesday 2-4pm 

Community Choir  
5.30-6.30pm weekly 

Muxton Ladies 
1st Wednesday 

7.45pm 

‘A Novel Idea’  
Book club 

2nd Wednesday  7.30pm 

Wrekin Textile Group 
 4th Wednesday 

7.30pm  

Thursday Forget me Not Film 
(Monthly) -       

from 9.15am 

Various housegroups 
throughout the day 

Beacon - 7.45pm 
(Mid Week Church) 

Friday 
  

Lunchclub -12noon 
(over 50’s)        

1st Friday of most 
months 

Join us 4 a Cuppa! 
Monthly 11am-1pm 
(usually 3rd Friday) 

Youth Café  
Sub:Zero/Extra -         

4.30-6.30pm Yr 7-13 
Term time on a Friday 

Saturday Tuition 
9am-10.30am 

Sunday Church Services Limited Availability for Parties/Functions 

Available for Hire  

What’s on at St Michael’s Church, Lilleshall 
 01952 670033 

Tuesday Bell ringing - Weekly 7pm   

Wednesday The Coffee Lounge 
9.30am-4.30pm  

Choir Practice 
Weekly 7pm  

Thursday  Worship, Lunch    
& Music 

1st Thursday of 
most months at 

12noon and 
Weekly during Lent  

‘Pop in for Coffee’ 
2nd Thursday 10am  
(except during Lent) 

BACK IN  
SPRING 2024 

 

Sunday Church Services  

Bell ringing for  
beginners  

Weekly 7pm   
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W I D E  R A N G E  O F  G A R D E N  P L A N T S  ·  H A R D Y  P L A N T S  
F O R  C O L D  C O N D I T I O N S  ·  H E D G I N G  P L A N T S  ·  

T R E E S  ·  G A R D E N I N G  A D V I C E  

LILYHURST HOUSE, LILYHURST, SHIFNAL, SHROPSHIRE, TF11 8RL   
01952 606 546  NURSERY@LILYHURST.CO.UK 

Monday's at St John's Church, Muxton 
9.30am and 5.30pm 

Andrea 07832459528   
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Tuesday 19th March 
Competition: Thai Recipe 

 
 
 

Thai Cave Rescue 
   By Mark Clayton 

Meetings are held in Lilleshall Memorial Hall 
At 7.30pm on the third Tuesday of the month 

LILLESHALL WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

Wednesday  6th March  
 

 

Thai Cave Rescue 

By Mike Middleton 

 

MUXTON LADIES’ CLUB 

Meetings are held at St John’s Muxton  
at 7.45 pm on the first Wednesday of the month 
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Church Office Hours  
Monday 9am - 3pm 

Tuesday 8.30am - 12noon 
Friday 9am - 3pm 
01952 670033 

ROTAS FOR MARCH 

ST MICHAEL’S 
 Sidespersons           Coffee     

 9.30am        6.30pm    9.30am     

  3 Mar John & Diane    Philippa & Dee 
10 Mar Fran     Harry & Katrina 
17 Mar Cedric     Dave & June 
24 Mar Janet    Katie & Laurie 
31 Mar Harry & Katrina Geoff  Janet 
  

 Brass Cleaning        Holy Dusters  Flowers      

  3 Mar     Dave & June   
17 Mar    Dave & Sue   
31 Mar    Mark & Chrstine Ellie 
Mar Guides 
     

 ST JOHN’S  

 Sidesperson Coffee  Communion   

  3 Mar Pete & Julie Pete & Julie   
10 Mar Chris K Chris K & Di  Pam & Simon 
17 Mar Steve & Heather Steve & Heather 
24 Mar Alasdair Simon & Lesley  
31 Mar Dave & Sue Dave & Sue  Sue W & Judith 
 

 

 Flowers 

   
31 Mar Wendy & Jane  
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

FUNERALS 
13 Feb at Telford Crematorium 
Michael Charles PRICE (76) formerly of Goodrich Close, Muxton  

19 Feb at Telford Crematorium 
Valerie Betty MARTIN (81) of Barclay Gardens, Donnington 
 

 
In their sadness, may those who have lost loved ones know the peace of Christ   

upholding them at this time.  We extend our sympathy and prayers to those who 
have recently been bereaved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations received at the Thanksgiving service of 
Philip Gilman on 5th Jan- uary 2024 

£1000 to Myaware 

£460.00 to ITU at Royal Shrewsbury Hospital 

£800 to St Michael’s Church, Lilleshall 

 

All the donations have been really appreciated.  Thank you to the many family and 
friends who attended. 
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Over a Century of local care and personal service in Shifnal, Albrighton 

and surrounding areas ~ distance is no object. 

Contact us for a friendly, reliable and efficient service. 

01952 460669 (24 Hours) 

28, Bradford Street, Shifnal. TF11 8AU 

www.johnwilliamsfuneralservice.com or email  info@johnwilliamsfunerals.com   

     A Member of the Na&onal Associa&on of Funeral Directors 
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Vicar:  Matthew Lefroy 25 Church Road  604281 
Curate:  Vikki Day      764568  
Ordained Local Minister: Jane Evans Collett Way   291340 
Readers:  David Pierce Burlington Farm  850231 
  Robyn Evans Collett Way   291340 
  Heiko Capper The Stables   677780 
  Paula Capper The Stables   677780 
  Jon Rawson Woodspring Grove 605400 
Evangelism Minister: Jan Stackhouse Muxton Lane  604775 
Church Administrator:  Lesley Trotman St John’s Office      670033 
Baptism Coordinator: C/0  St John’s Office      670033 
Office e-mail address:                       admin@stjohnsmuxton.org.uk 
Web Site address:                                            www.stjohnsmuxton.org.uk 

ST MICHAEL’S, LILLESHALL 
Churchwarden:   Frances Taylor  Gower Close  604718 
Assistant Wardens: John Morris and David Lawrence    
PCC Secretary: Lesley Trotman  St John’s Office   670033 
PCC Treasurer: Cedric Ayres  Willmoor Lane  606053 
Gift Aid:  Stuart & Chris Rutherford Pine View 604330 
Pastoral Coordinator: Angie Vann       606008   
Organist:  Ann Jones               07866 142096 
Bell Ringing Leader:  Matthew Lawrence       228795 
Web Site address                                     www.stmichaelslilleshall.org.uk 
Office e-mail address                           admin@stmichaelslilleshall.org.uk 

ST JOHN’S, MUXTON 
Churchwarden:   Andrew Hambler Coniston Drive  200351  
  Lesley Trotman St John’s Office      670033  
PCC Secretary: Lesley Trotman St John’s Office      670033  
PCC Treasurer: Simon Hartridge Wellington Road  670033 
Gift Aid:  Please ring Church Office    
Pastoral Coordinator: Julie Shelley Roe Deer Drive 07974 625977 
Music Leader: Nigel West  Muxton Lane  606804 

CHURCH & VILLAGE HALLS 
The James Memorial Hall, Lilleshall:   
Manager (Hall Hire):               Chris Bird 01952 929852 or 07776156575 
Caretaker:          Paul Davies 01952 273480 or 07896488958  

St John’s Church, Muxton: Administrator & Building Manager  670033 

WHO’S WHO 



Why not have your family celebration here? 

Weddings our Speciality 

• Seating for 180 

• Comfortable surroundings 
• Licensed bar 
• Adequate parking 
• Exhibition facilities 
• Call Chris Bird on 01952 929852 or 
   07776 156575 

For activities - see notice board 

LILLESHALL MEMORIAL HALL 
“A village hall in a truly rural setting” 

   HOME FARM 

       INTERIORS 
                       Established 1995 

 Specialists in Quality  
Curtains and Blinds 

Curtains - Blinds - Pelmets - Accessories  
Fabric - Wallpaper - Tracks & Poles   
Expert measuring and fitting service 

 Tel: 01785 284858  
Home Farm, High Offley Road,  

Woodseaves, Stafford, ST20 OLH  

info@homefarminteriors.co.uk 

www.homefarminteriors.co.uk 
 Visitors welcome by appointment 

 

Barclays	Chambers	Chiropody	Practice	

Miss	Clare	J.	Pitchford		B.Sc.,	M.Ch.,	D.Pod.M.	
Chiropodist	/	Podiatrist	

HPC	No.	CH10403	

 2/3	Barclays	Bank	Chambers	

	 	Newport	

Shropshire	

TF10	7AU 

OWENS MEMORIALS 

Traditional    Modern    Individual 
For Cemetery and Churchyard 

Covering all districts 

Tel: 07831 468510 or 01630 654135 

For help and advice 
21 Queen Street, Market Drayton, Shropshire 

LILLESHALL RELIEF IN NEED CHARITY 
(Registered Charity No. 216246) 

The Lilleshall Relief in Need Charity is able to give small grants to people who 
live in the ecclesiastical parishes of Lilleshall, Muxton and Donnington who are 
encountering financial difficulties.  It usually makes modest one-off payments 
to help with specific expenses or arrears.  Applicants need to complete an 
application form which includes details of income & expenditure.  All 
information is treated with the strictest of confidence.  If you think Relief in 
Need can help you please contact St John’s Church Office 670033. 

office@owensmemorials.co.uk 

www.owensmemorials.co.uk 

Tel:		01952	820352	(surgery)	

	 01952	811321	(evenings)	

www.barclayspodiatry.co.uk 


